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Farum on
International Physics
Fip

PHYSICS MATTERS — On-line Colloquium Series

Title: "International Science Programme (ISP): A Global Success Story"
Speaker: Prof. Carla Puglia (Uppsala University)

Date: Thursday September 24, 2026

Time: 16:00 CEST (10:00am EDT)

Registration: Register Here (to receive the Zoom link promptly, even without being APS
member)

Abstract

The International Science Programme (ISP) at Uppsala University, Sweden, supports the
strengthening of higher education and research capacity in Physics, Chemistry, and
Mathematics in low- and lower-middle-income countries (www.isp.uu.se). Since its
establishment in 1961 by Nobel Laureate Kai Siegbahn, ISP has provided long-term, demand-
driven support to research groups and networks in Africa and Asia through scientific
collaboration, guidance, and financial assistance.

ISP aims to promote sustainable social and economic development through the advancement
of local higher education and scientific knowledge/activities. Its support is characterized by
strong local ownership and is tailored to the specific needs of partner institutions, with a focus
on building sustainable research environments.

This presentation will introduce the ISP framework and provide an overview of outcomes from
supported research groups en networks. ISP facilitates researcher mobility and collaboration,
including sandwich PhD training model which enables students to gain experience at advanced
research facilities while remaining anchored in their home institutions. They return home
equipped with new expertise and skills, actively contributing to building their local research
environments.

ISP continues to develop new avenues for cooperation and plays a key role in training the next
generation of scientists in its partner countries.

Biography

Carla Puglia is the Director of the Physics Program at the International Science Programme
(ISP), Uppsala University in Sweden. ISP is a unit working with
research and education capability building in Physics,

Chemistry and Mathematics in low- and lower middle-income
countries. She is also responsible for the ISP program
promoting the access of girls to higher education and research
at the supported institutions. As Professor in Condensed
Matter Physics, at the Department of Physics and Astronomy at
UU, she leads a research activity focused on synchrotron based
spectroscopic characterization of molecular materials with potential applications in renewal


https://apsphysics.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_-wxohdx9R-O7bxYUpaDNyw#/registration

energy devices. Carla has worked for a long time with internationalization, as Masters’ program
and Erasmus exchange coordinator. She also created a Masters’ Program for double and triple
degrees with other two European Universities (Sorbonne in France and University of Antwerp
in Belgium).

For more information please Click Here

To view past recordings please visit website archive here: Past recordings

More about Physics Matters Playlist



https://engage.aps.org/fip/blogs/ericka-donielle-stansbury/2026/08/18/save-the-date-sep-24-international-science-program
https://engage.aps.org/fip/resources/activities/physics-matters-video
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLgxD9DiwxLGp1AR8vjpAPWaxqF5-K_3OX
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The Africa Bio Conference 2026

The Africa Bio Conference 2026, presented by the Sena Institute of Technology (SIT), is set
to take place on October 27-28, 2026, in Accra, Ghana. Bringing together approximately 200
attendees and over 30 speakers, this premier event serves as a catalyst for collaboration,
investment, and scientific growth across the African continent.

Through a dynamic program featuring keynote talks, panel discussions, startup showcases, and
networking sessions, the initiative aims to bridge the gap between scientific potential and
commercial impact.

Core Objectives & Impact Focus

The conference addresses key sectors including healthcare innovation, biomanufacturing,
AgriTech, digital health, and commercialization. Its core mission focuses on four pillars:

o Strengthen Research: Supporting local African scientists in developing solutions
tailored to regional health, environmental, and agricultural challenges.

« Expand Collaboration: Establishing international partnerships by bringing together
researchers, founders, investors, policy leaders, and industry executives.

o Accelerate Innovation: Transforming scientific discoveries into market-ready
healthcare and agricultural products.

o Capacity Building: Investing in institutional strength and training the next generation
of African scientific talent.

Partnership & Sponsorship Tiers

Fiscal sponsorship for the conference is provided by The Sena Institute of Technology
Foundation, a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit, making contributions tax-deductible. The
initiative offers several structured sponsorship packages to help organizations establish a
presence within Africa’s emerging biotech ecosystem:

Tier Investment Key Highlights
Visionary $15,000 Opening session recognition, featured speaking slot,
Partner premium exhibit space, full-page program ad, and

registration for 3 representatives.

Innovation $10,000 Premium exhibit booth, half-page program ad,

Partner website/signage logo placement, and registration for 2
representatives.

Collaboration $5,000 Standard exhibit booth, quarter-page ad, social media

Partner recognition, and registration for 2 representatives.

Supporting $2,000 Program listing, exhibit space, year-round website

Partner recognition, and registration for 1 representative.



Key Contact & Registration Information

The Africa Bio Initiative is supported by partners such as New England Biolabs, Addgene,
and Zeme Biohub.

For inquiries regarding tailored partnerships or participation, contact:
o Lead Contact: Andrews Akwasi Agbleke, PhD, ALM (Chair, Africa Bio Initiative)
o Email: agbleke@sitghana.org / agbleke@sitfund.org
o Phone: +223 554489176 / +1 857-265-9493

o Websites: www.africabioinitiative.com | www.sitghana.org

¢ 'NITIATIVE ,
AFRICA BIO £

CONFERENCE 2026  °

Where Africa’s Biotech Investors, Researchers & Innovators Convene

October 27-28, 2026 | Accra, Ghana

WHY THIS CONFERENCE MATTERS

Africa’s biotech ecosystem is transforming lives and

economies. This conference brings together the
visionaries and enables driving innovative solutions for a ® 200+ Attendees

2026 AT A GLANCE

healthier, sustainable future. Investors, researchers, innovators &
industry leaders

35+ Expert Speakers

Global and African thought

‘sa @ leaders
= = High-Impact Networking

= Curated meetings & partnership

WHAT HAPPENS AT AFRICA BIO

Knowledge lnnfn{a.tl.on Connection & Recognition & oppoRuUnities
& Exchange & Visibility Partnership Opportunity

_ Innovation Showcase
Expert-led Showcase Meet investors, Celeprate e Spotlighting Africa’s biotech
sessions on breakthroughs and industry leaders, excellence and bfeaktghroug e
cutting-edge solutions shaping and peers to unlock pathways g
research, the future of biotech build meaningful to funding and
trends, and in Africa. collaborations. growth.
best practices. BE PART OF THE FUTURE.

THE BIGGER VISION

We envision a thriving, inclusive biotech ecosystem in Africa—

powered by science, collaboration, and investment—to solve local
challenges and create global impact.

www. africabioinitiative.org

Together, we build healthier lives and stronger economies.


https://www.africabioinitiative.com/
https://www.sitghana.org/

n ® Achieving Professional Excellence: Strategies
for Early-Career Professionals
Date: August 13, 2026
P R ES E N T S Time: 11:00 AM - 12:30 PM (ET)

Want to learn how to navagate multiple tasks?

The Strategic Planning for Early Careers: Navigating Funding, Admin, and Mentoring webinar will
highlight critical professional development pathways for early-career researchers and young
professionals. This webinar dives into navigating the many tasks involved in starting an independent
research career in materials science and engineering, including managing the administrative workload,
securing independent funding, building and choosing a research team, managing career advancement,
and successfully balancing interpersonal relationships in professional settings.

This focused webinar highlights:

e Navigating Administrative Requirements: Strategies for understanding and managing
compliance, institutional bureaucracy, and operational logistics early in your career.

e Securing Funding & Resources: Practical insights into identifying funding streams, drafting
competitive proposals, and managing research budgets.

¢ Building Teams & Navigating Advancement: Best practices for selecting staff/students,
establishing up and down mentoring relationships, and managing interpersonal dynamics and
career promotion tracks.

This 1.5-hour webinar features a 20-min presentation from our expert speaker, followed by a panel
discussion with Q&A from the audience.

This webinar is presented by the MRS Early Career Professional Subcommittee and is part of their
Summer Career series.

Speaker and Moderator

A

SPEAKER - MODERATOR
Paul Weiss Brian C. Wyatt
-4 University of California, Argonne National
1
Meet the Panelists

- P .R th
Ilke Arslan, FMRS raveen C. Ramamur

Tessa Dave Indian Institute of Science,

Argonne National Bangor University Bengaluru

Laboratory


https://mrs364.acemlnb.com/lt.php?x=4lZy~GDHJnec6pN.yQxMW.Js~q7SitIgw~pjX5HDUqScDKB._ky7x.Fs1XCRzk~w_x6uYHLDMnSh5q36yexMVel0

MATERIALS
RESEARCH

M R S SOCIETY

Advancing materials. Improving the quality of life.

Materials Solutions for Efficient and Sustainable Desalination

September 23 and 24, 2026
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM (Eastern Time)

Virtual Workshop
Join us for a virtual workshop focused on advancing materials used in desalination

technologies, with an emphasis on improving efficiency, durability, and sustainability.

Participants will hear talks highlighting emerging membranes, interfacial designs, and
photothermal materials, along with strategies to reduce energy consumption and minimize
fouling. The program will consist of invited presentations centered on accelerating innovation
in solar-driven clean water solutions.

Registration Rates
e Regular Rate—$100
e MRS Member-discounted Rate—$75
e Student Rate—$25
e Developing Country Professional Rate*—$25

o Developing Country Student Rate**— $0

For more information please visit Workshop Website

Mate’%l'"lals.So utions for EfflCIG?t
and Sustainable Desalination |

September 23 and September 24, 2026
9:00 am - 12:00 pm

Presented by

mrs.org/desalination



https://www.mrs.org/publications-digital-content/webinars-workshops/virtual-workshops/materials-solutions-for-efficient-and-sustainable-desalination

13th International Conference on
Materials for Advanced Technologies

5 -9 JULY 2027

Suntec Singapore Convention
< and Exhibition Centre

Hear From Our
Nobel Laureates

Discover insights from leading experts shaping
the future of advanced materials.

John Martinis Susumu Kitagawa Stanley Whittingham
2025 Nobel Laureate in Physics 2025 Nobel Laureate in Chemistry 2019 Nobel Laureate in Chemistry
UC Santa Barbara & Qolab, USA Kyoto University, Japan Binghampton University, USA

MRS Singapore warmly welcomes you to the 13th International Conference on Materials for
Advanced Technologies (ICMAT 2027). As the flagship conference organised by the Materials
Research Society of Singapore, the ICMAT series is internationally recognised as a premier
platform for showcasing pioneering research and fostering interdisciplinary collaboration
among the global materials science community.

This conference offers a unique opportunity for researchers at every level to share their
knowledge, exchange technical insights, and build networks with like-minded peers worldwide.
Join us at ICMAT 2027 to discover the latest breakthroughs shaping the future of materials
science and engineering!

é)&% Join us at ICMAT 2027 to explore @ Find out more at
the future of materials science. https://icmat2027.mrs.org.sg/




* &
ik 4 % 9

7 ‘*Lf" 4 ,?:\‘a
AfPS Yreoet

Biophysics in Africa Monthly Zoominar

Title: Vibrational Coherence and Quantum Yield at the Conical Intersection of an Electron-
Tunable Oxindole Photoswitch

Speaker: Dr. Matthew Mgbukwu (Electronic and Photonic Materials Division Department of
Physics, Chemistry and Biology (IFM), Linkdping University, Sweden

Date: Wednesday, Aug 26, 2026

Time: 14h GMT

Abstract

Nature's fastest photoreceptors rhodopsin converts light into motion by C=C isomerisation
through a conical intersection (CI), reaching ~0.65 quantum yield (QY) on a sub-picosecond
timescale [1]. Synthetic photoswitches built on the same coordinate rarely approach this, and
the shortfall matters: in photopharmacology and optogenetics the required light dose scales
inversely with extinction coefficient and QY. Theory attributes rhodopsin's efficiency to
vibrational promoter modes synchronising with the reaction coordinate at the CI [2], [3];
coherent nuclear motion surviving the crossing is seen in rhodopsin and the biomimetic NAIP
switches [4], but rarely tested elsewhere.

Our oxindole switch is a minimal analogue of the protein's electrostatic control: the donating
strength of a single hydroxyl is set by protonation state. This one handle switches the
mechanism itself [5], [6]. OxI-OH decays biexponentially (0.25, 1.3 ps) through a twisted dark
state to a pyramidalised CI; OxI-O~ bypasses it, decaying in ~200 fs by axial rotation to a
geometrically distinct CI. Yet deprotonation raises Z—E QY (20—25%) while lowering E—Z
(33—19%) — mechanism and efficiency decouple.

We apply sub-15 fs broadband (300-700 nm) transient absorption to both isomers in both
protonation states, resolving excited-state coherences by linear-prediction singular-value
decomposition. If synchronisation governs efficiency, coherence amplitude along each CI's
branching coordinate should track the direction-specific QY; its absence would sever the
two. This pair isolates CI topography from molecular identity, giving the first test of
vibrational synchronisation in a synthetic switch where the mechanism changes but the
chromophore does not. A positive correlation would make electron-donating strength a rational
handle on isomerisation efficiency, not only on absorption.

Speaker Biography

Matthew Mgbukwu is a postdoctoral researcher in Dr. Alexander Gillett's group in the
Electronic and Photonic Materials division, Department of Physics, Chemistry and Biology
(IFM), Linkdping University, Sweden. He completed his PhD at the Institut de Physique et
Chimie des Matériaux de Strasbourg (IPCMS, CNRS/Université¢ de Strasbourg) under the
supervision of Dr. Jérémie Léonard, combining femtosecond transient absorption, fluorescence
up-conversion, and computational chemistry to unravel the photoisomerization mechanism of



oxindole-based molecular photoswitches — biomimetic analogues of the retinal chromophore
of thodopsin. His work established how electron- donating substituents switch the excited-state
pathway between precessional and axial motion around a conical intersection, reproducing with
a single chemical handle the electrostatic control a photoreceptor protein exerts on its
chromophore. He has also worked with the Helmholtz-Zentrum Dresden-Rossendorf (HZDR).

Matthew's research applies ultrafast laser spectroscopy transient
absorption, time-resolved infrared, and two-dimensional

electronic  spectroscopy to molecular photoswitches,
molecular motors, and TADF emitters, asking how coherent
vibrational motion controls photoreaction efficiency at
conical intersections. The same question underlies both of
his application interests: what biological photoreceptors
reveal about designing efficient light- driven systems for
optogenetics and photopharmacology, and how molecular
light- harvesting and solar energy conversion can serve
Africa's green energy transition. His expertise spans
experimental nonlinear optical techniques and the development
of custom scientific software (Python/PyQt5) for ultrafast
instrument control. His postdoctoral position is supported by the Wallenberg Foundation
(KAW) through the grant "Wavefunction control in organic semiconductors" (2024-2029).

Alongside his research, Matthew is active in building the collaborations and mentorship
structures that sustain physics careers across Africa and its diaspora. He is the Diasporan
Coordinator of the UniJos Global Physics Network (UGPN), which connects early-career
researchers with mentors, research groups, and training opportunities abroad. He is also a board
committee member of Photonics Nigeria, a society promoting photonics and optical sciences
across Nigeria, raising the visibility of the field among students and institutions.

For more information please Click Here.


https://biophysicsworkshop.co.za/event/vibrational-coherence-and-quantum-yield-at-the-conical-intersection-of-an-electron-tunable-oxindole-photoswitch/

2027 U.S.-Africa Frontiers of Science, Engineering, and Medicine
Symposium

Accra, Ghana | March 16-18, 2027

The U.S. National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, in partnership with the
University of Ghana, are pleased to announce the 2027 U.S.-Africa Frontiers Symposium. The
upcoming meeting will be held on March 16-18, 2027 in Accra, Ghana. The call for
applications is now open for scientists, engineers, and medical professionals from the United

States and African countries to submit their application online before the deadline of August
9,2026, 11:59 PM ET (Washington D.C. time).

The program brings together outstanding early- and mid-career scientists, engineers, and
medical professionals from the United States and African countries to foster scientific exchange
and dialogue. The symposium connects participants to a broader, active alumni network and
supports ongoing collaboration within and beyond the region through post-symposium
fellowship opportunities. By promoting interdisciplinary engagement, it catalyzes research,
innovation, and cross-pollination of ideas, offering a dynamic alternative to traditional single-
discipline conferences. The upcoming symposium will address the following topics:

e Session 1: Vaccines and Drug Discovery

e Session 2: Cancer

e Session 3: Intelligent Food Systems

e Session 4: Oceans and Coastal Environment
o Session 5: Energy Security

We encourage early/mid-career scientists, engineers, and medical professionals working on
related research to apply to this multidisciplinary meeting, as long as they fulfill the eligibility
criteria. Each general participant will also have the opportunity to present their research during
poster sessions.

For questions regarding the upcoming symposium or the application process, please e-mail us
at: USAfricaSTEM@nas.edu.

We encourage you to follow us on Facebook, X, and LinkedIn, and view photos from the
program on our Flickr page. We hope to see you in Ghana

For more information please Click Here


https://www.nationalacademies.org/programs/PGA-CAPACITY-20-03/event/46895
https://www.nationalacademies.org/programs/PGA-CAPACITY-20-03/event/46895
https://www.nationalacademies.org/programs/PGA-CAPACITY-20-03/event/46895
https://www.nationalacademies.org/programs/PGA-CAPACITY-20-03/event/46895
mailto:USAfricaSTEM@nas.edu
https://www.facebook.com/NASEMCapacity?utm_source=New%20Voices&utm_campaign=e45c09ab02-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2024_08_05_07_02_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-c4b6aa3bda-&utm_source=Climate+Change&utm_campaign=afe1fc66b4-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_08_18_04_49_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-b4ade14d6b-&mc_cid=afe1fc66b4&mc_eid=UNIQID
https://x.com/nasem_capacity?utm_campaign=40444691-INCS&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=416564548&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--rkcLLZo3cGzNwzcUzBx34UjI8XI8z2OOB97IUwkmqBUx9snW4FzOaalyNtgne7McAqhebOetHbw6vjyPYrGaxsguY5A&utm_source=Climate+Change&utm_campaign=afe1fc66b4-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_08_18_04_49_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-b4ade14d6b-&mc_cid=afe1fc66b4&mc_eid=UNIQID
https://www.linkedin.com/company/nasem-capacity-development/posts/?feedView=all&utm_source=Climate+Change&utm_campaign=afe1fc66b4-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_08_18_04_49_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-b4ade14d6b-&mc_cid=afe1fc66b4&mc_eid=UNIQID
https://www.flickr.com/photos/nasem-capacity/albums/?utm_source=Climate+Change&utm_campaign=afe1fc66b4-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_08_18_04_49_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-b4ade14d6b-&mc_cid=afe1fc66b4&mc_eid=UNIQID
https://www.nationalacademies.org/programs/PGA-CAPACITY-20-03/event/46895

Scientific Forum Entangling
Geosciences and Chemi S D S,
(SciFo—-EGC) UNIVERSITE DE YAOUNDE |

UNIVERSITY OF YAOUNDE }

EGG7 GONFERENGE

GeoMaterials Innovation for Climate Resilience, 2§ g
Energy Transition, Sustainable Development
and Heritage Preservation

Poster sessions@Awards ceremony ¢ Conference dinner € Exhibitions ¢Sightseeing

Call for abstracts

D l: BNCE h - 2S. g
1.Geo-Resources &Critical Minerals; Reqi lt!etglsftra_ti?? iS opel}. ientifi
2.Environmental Geosciences &Climate Resilience; SS s'?oﬁ’s,”’;\,eﬁ? ,‘R&‘;n?,fs, °§8§§3 ofo 0%%'32&{5

3.structural Geology, Geochemistry &Earth Dynamics; refreshments, certificate of attendance.
4.Materials Chemistry, Funtional & Nanomaterials; Rates

5.Water treatment and environmental pollution; Student: 10 000 FCFA

6.Energy Transition & Sustainable Technologies; Lecturer/Researcher: 20 000 FCFA
7.Archaeometry &Heritage Preservation; Foreign delegation: $100
8.Geo-Hazards, Risk Assessment &Environmental Safety; Conference Sightseeing: 10000 FCFA
9.Cross-Cutting: Science, Technology, Policy &Society.

@ Boissons
du Cameroun

Registration Deadline: 15 August 2026
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SYNCHROTRON EARTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE

2026 West Coast Soft and Tender X-ray Synchrotron Imaging and
Spectroscopy Workshop

Overview

The West Coast Soft and Tender X-ray Synchrotron Imaging and Spectroscopy Workshop for
Earth and Environmental Sciences will be held at the Stanford Synchrotron Radiation
Lightsource (SSRL) on November 17-19, 2026.

Over three days, beamline scientists from the Advanced Light Source (ALS) and Stanford
Synchrotron Radiation Lightsource (SSRL) will guide participants through the workflow of
synchrotron-based spectro-microscopy, from technique fundamentals to hands-on data
acquisition and processing.

Generous partial support for this workshop is provided by ALS, SSRL, and the NSF-SEES
program supporting synchrotron studies within Earth and Environmental Sciences.

Workshop Program
Day 1 — Fundamental Theory

Overview lectures introducing synchrotron microscopy and spectroscopy techniques and the
complementary capabilities of ALS (STXM, COSMIC; soft and tender X-rays for organic and
trace metals, 0.27-2.5 keV) and SSRL (microfocus XRF imaging and XANES, 2-5 keV).

Day 2 — Hands-on Data Acquisition at SSRL

Participants will collect XRF imaging and XAS data on Earth and environmental samples at
SSRL beamlines, gaining practical experience with sample handling, beamline operation, and
measurement strategy.

Day 3 — Data Processing Tutorials

Guided tutorials on the analysis of STXM and XRF/XANES datasets, including image analysis
and spectra deconvolution. Several case studies will be showcased, such as apatite
biomineralization, in situ oxidation Kinetics of Fe-sulfide minerals, and the effects of wildfire
ash on soil biogeochemistry.

Workshop Logistics
o Dates: November 17-19, 2026
e Location: Stanford Synchrotron Radiation Lightsource (SSRL)
o Application deadline: August 31, 2026

o Registration fee: None



How to Apply

Applications are now open! Please visit the SSRL workshop page to apply.

Travel and Participant Support
Given the hands-on nature of this workshop, we can accommodate up to 15 participants.

Breakfast and lunch will be provided throughout the workshop. To help reduce barriers to
participation, travel and lodging support will be available for eligible participants, with support
provided as reimbursement for qualifying expenses and details shared upon acceptance.

For more information please Click Here


https://events.slac.stanford.edu/wcstx/
https://seescience.org/latest-happenings/news-and-announcements/2026-soft-and-tender-x-ray-workshop/

nature reviews

clean technology

Unlock a Brighter Future with Green Materials: Join the
Materials and Chemistry for Sustainability Workshop

Clean energy, circular economies, and sustainable infrastructure are no longer just future
goals: they are urgent global priorities. To address these critical challenges, MRS Advances,
the African Materials Research Society (AMRS), and Nature Reviews Clean Technology
are joining forces to present a collaborative virtual event: the Materials and Chemistry for
Sustainability Workshop.

This two-day interactive workshop brings together 12 leading global speakers to explore how
cutting-edge advancements in chemistry and materials science can drive decarbonization,
protect vital resources, and accelerate sustainable development worldwide.

Our 12 speakers will discuss emerging materials and chemical approaches that support
decarbonization, circular resource use, and sustainable water systems while addressing global
challenges in energy, infrastructure and the environment. Key themes to be discussed include:

e Energy production

e Low-carbon and circular infrastructure models
e Materials valorization

e Vital resource recovery

Registration Rates

e Regular Rate—$100

e MRS Member-discounted Rate—$75

o Student Rate—$25

e Developing Country Professional Rate*—$25
e Developing Country Student Rate**— $0

Registration: Click Here to Register

Virtual Workshop

Materials and Chemlstry

for Sustainability
October 7 and 8, 2026 (l

PRESENTED BY:

SN  naturereviews
clean technology

mrs.org/greenmaterlals


https://www.mrs.org/publications-digital-content/webinars-workshops/virtual-workshops/materials-sustainability/speakers
https://www.mrs.org/publications-digital-content/webinars-workshops/virtual-workshops/materials-sustainability/registration

MSE 2026

From 29 September to 01 October 2026, MSE 2026 brings the international materials science
and engineering community together in Darmstadt and online. The congress covers a broad
spectrum of current research and technological developments, from biomaterials,
characterization and digital transformation to circular materials, modelling and simulation,
processing and structural materials.

Every ticket includes access to the full scientific program as well as on-demand access to
presentations for up to 14 days after the congress. Participants can choose between
attending on-site in Darmstadt or joining online via the virtual event platform.

Three days to explore what is moving materials science and engineering forward, and to
connect with the people working on it.

Explore the breadth of the field: Eight major topic areas bring together research from
biomaterials and digital transformation to circular, functional and structural materials.

Look beyond your own discipline: Discover new approaches and perspectives through
plenary lectures, scientific sessions and poster contributions across the program.

Connect across academia and industry: Meet researchers, engineers and industry
representatives from an international materials science and engineering community.

Make the most of the congress: Join us in Darmstadt for the exhibition, Poster Evening
and MSE Party, or follow the scientific program online. Presentations remain available on
demand for up to 14 days.

For more information, please visit MSE 2026 Website



https://mse-congress.de/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2026-mse-final-program-tickets-2408

MRs .{Communications

MRS Communications Announces the October 2027 Special Issue: Early
Career Materials Researcher

The future of technology relies on transformative materials research, and the next generation
of scientific leaders is driving that progress. To celebrate and accelerate the careers of rising
stars, MRS Communications invites submissions for its highly anticipated October 2027
Special Issue: Early Career Materials Researcher.

This annual feature offers an extraordinary opportunity for early-stage investigators to publish
pioneering work, gain widespread global visibility, and earn prestigious recognition within the
international scientific community.

Who Should Submit?

This special issue is tailored specifically for researchers whose innovative work is actively
shaping the future of materials science:

e Assistant Professors establishing independent research programs.

e Government Laboratory Scientists leading cutting-edge research projects.

e Newly Tenured Associate Professors continuing to drive transformative discoveries.
Key Focus Areas & Topical Coverage

MRS Communications welcomes high-impact submissions across a broad spectrum of
multidisciplinary fields:

e Advanced & Functional Materials: Semiconductors, photovoltaics, biomaterials,
polymer and biomimetic networks, and materials processing for electronic devices.

e Light & Surface Chemistry: Photonics, plasmonics, polymerization, and surface
science.

e Next-Generation Tech & Computational Methods: Artificial intelligence, Al-driven
materials design, and additive manufacturing.

Flexible Publication Formats
Authors can submit their contributions in one of three primary formats:

1. Research Letters: Concise reports detailing breakthrough experimental or theoretical
findings.

2. Prospectives: Forward-looking essays outlining emerging trends, key challenges, and
future research directions.



3. Methods Letters: Focused papers highlighting innovation-packed procedures,
protocols, and analytical techniques.

Why Publish in This Special Issue?

o Rapid & Rigorous Peer Review: Supported by a distinguished editorial board, MRS
Communications ensures fast turnaround times without compromising academic rigor.

e Maximum Visibility: Your research will be promoted across global networks,
elevating your profile early in your career.

o Compete for the MRS Communications Lecture: All papers accepted for this special
issue are automatically eligible for the annual MRS Communications Lecture.
Awarded to the year's most outstanding paper, the recipient will present their work live
at the flagship MRS Spring Meeting.

Submission & Key Dates

Position your research at the forefront of the field. Prepare your manuscript and submit it
directly through the online portal for MRS Communications.

e Submission Deadline: May 15, 2027

e Publication Date: October 2027 Special Issue

For more information, please Click Here


https://www.google.com/url?q=https://mrs364.acemlnb.com/lt.php?x%3D4lZy~GDHJnec6pN.yQxMW.Js~q7SitIgw~pjX5HDUqScDKB._ky7x.Fs3X.Rzk~w_x6tYHTEMnWZ5I3~2NLGVON&source=gmail&ust=1788868165049000&usg=AOvVaw2gXs6jICqwzuQc13pKsre7

‘RICAN

S MRS

The 13™ International Conference of the African Materials Research Society
(AMRS2026)

This conference set to take place in Nairobi, Kenya, from December 5th to 10th, 2026. This
prestigious event will bring together researchers, scientists, and professionals from around the
globe to engage in discussions, share knowledge, and foster collaborations within the vast fields
of materials science and technology. With an expected attendance of over 500 participants,
AMRS2026 promises to be a dynamic and impactful conference for the global research
community.

Conference Overview

AMRS conferences have become a key platform for advancing scientific knowledge and
promoting partnerships in materials science. AMRS2026 will focus on addressing both global
and African-specific challenges through the development and application of innovative
materials. The conference will provide a unique opportunity for participants to exchange ideas,
explore new research directions, and collaborate on solutions to some of the world’s most
pressing issues, such as energy, health, and sustainability.

Programme Highlights

The conference will feature both Pre-Conference Workshops and the main Conference
Programme. The workshops, scheduled for December 5th and 6th, 2026, will offer in-depth
sessions on various topics, providing attendees with hands-on learning experiences and
opportunities to engage with experts in the field. The main conference, running from December
7th to 10th, 2026, will include keynote speeches, panel discussions, and presentations of the
latest research findings, offering a comprehensive look at the current state and future directions
of materials science.

Venue

The event will be hosted at the University of Nairobi, offering a vibrant environment for
networking and collaboration.

For more information, please visit AMRS2026 KENYA — 13th International Conference of the
African Materials Research Society



https://africanmrs.net/kenya-2026/
https://africanmrs.net/kenya-2026/

The 13th International Conference of the African
Materials Research Society (AMRS 2026)
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Pre-conference: 5th - 6th December, 2026
Conference: 7th - 10th December, 2026
University of Nairobi

Nairobi, Kenya
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Theme: Materials Science and Innovation:
Driving Sustainable Development and
Socio-Economic Transformation in Africa.

Prof. Francis Nyongesa Prof. Alice Zhang Prof. hele Iema Prof. Asmeret Asefaw Berhe Prof. Paul S. Weiss Prof. Sharon Glotzer

University of Nairobi Peking University / iCANX University of Bari Aldo Moro University of California, Merced  University of California, Los Angeles University of Michigan
Prof. Sossina Haile Prof. Nlcholas Kotov Prof. Archana Bhaw-Luximon Dr. Antony Glthmu Prof. Hulda Shaida Swai Prof. Raj Das
Northwestern University, Evanston University of Michigan University of Mauritius Semiconductor The Nelson Mandela African RMIT University
Technologies Ltd Institution of Science and Technology
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CREATING AN AFRICAN MATERIALS RESEARGHERS
DATABASE

‘Connecting the continent through Materials Science for African Development
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MINING AND MINERAL PROCESSING
MATERIALS FOR AGRICULTURE
INFRASTRUCTURELIAMERIAES

Do you want to know
all the Materials
Research Institutes in
Africa?

1
e
Do you want to know
all the Materials
Researchers in Africa?

Do you want to know

all the materials Do you want .to know
all the Materials

characterization and ]
Science related

fabrication L .
equipment in Africa? companies in Africa?

Let us work together for the development of our continent.
Please CLICK the link BELOW for INSTRUCTIONS on how you can contribute.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/11J-P1QREuLO-HwCnUmvZ5549-Km1heJUORcCW6MDrxQg/edit?ts=623e073d

‘@] n 0 =) m I Website: For inquiries
Spotify https:/africanmrs.net Send email to: africanmrs.secretariat@africanmrs.net
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JOIN THE AFRICAN MATERIALS

RESEARCH SOCIETY (AMRS)

Joining The African Materials Research Society (AMRS) isn't just a
membership: it’s your all-access pass to continent-wide scientific leadership,

funding, and growth. Here is what you unlock when you join today:

WHY JOIN AMRS?

Fast-Track Funding Alerts: Never miss an opportunity! Gain direct
access to valuable materials science research grants and timely funding
notifications.

Pan-African & Global Insights: Stay ahead of the curve with our
biannual newsletter, packed with scientific breakthroughs, industry news,
and major events across all five African regions and worldwide.
High-Level Networking: Connect directly with influential industry
leaders, government policymakers, and international development
partners seeking active collaboration.

Exclusive Industry Access: Secure insider access to premier materials
fabrication and characterization companies, cutting-edge equipment, and
elite industry events.

Dedicated Youth & Student Acceleration: Postgraduate students receive
travel support for biennial conferences alongside priority access to Young
Materials Scientists events, research colloquia, and specialized symposia.
Prestige & Recognition: Earn continent-wide honour and visibility
through prestigious annual awards celebrating top-tier materials scientists.

WHO CAN JOIN?

Open to anyone holding a materials science or engineering qualification, as well
as students, faculty, and industry professionals with a passion for materials

research.

GET STARTED TODAY

Register Online: www.africanmrs.net/membership



https://www.africanmrs.net/
https://www.africanmrs.net/membership/

GET IN TOUCH WITH US

ﬁ African Materials Research Society

African Materials Research Society

@african_mrs

@AfricanMRS
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https://web.facebook.com/AfricanMRS/?_rdc=1&_rdr
https://www.linkedin.com/company/69206318/admin/feed/posts/
https://www.instagram.com/african_mrs/
https://www.youtube.com/%40AfricanMRS
https://twitter.com/African_MRS
https://www.africanmrs.net/

	Page 1

