“

a0t materiayg By

f),_’/

RICAN

December 2025 Communication

African Materials Research Society, Secretariat Office
International Union of Materials Research Societies, Regional Office in Africa
Maranyane House
Plot 50654, Machel Drive
Private Bag 0082
Gaborone
Botswana
Email: africanmrs.secretariat@africanmrs.net

.

%,

\\‘5

Say10190%


mailto:africanmrs.secretariat@africanmrs.net

oo, :
it

UNIVERSITY OF NAIROBI

The 9th African School of Fundamental Physics and Applications, ASP2026

The 9th African School of Fundamental Physics and Applications (ASP2026) is planned to be
held at the University of Nairobi, Nairobi, Kenya, from July 5 to 19, 2026.
The call for applications for ASP2026 is now open. The topics will include:

o Fundamental and applied physics

e Societal engagements

To increase capacity development in fundamental physics and related applications in Africa.
The ASP has evolved to be much more than a school. It is a programe of actions with directed
ethos toward physics as an engine for development in Africa.

Topics:
e Fundamental and applied physics
e Societal engagements

Grants: A limited number of grants are available to support the attendance of selected
participants, with priority given to participants from developing countries. There is no

registration fee.

Please visit https://indico.ictp.it/event/11120/ for more information.



https://indico.ictp.it/event/11120/

THE 9TH BIENNIAL AFRICAN SCHOOL

OF FUNDAMENTAL PHYSICS AND APPLICATIONS
(AsP2026)
Co-organized by the University of Nairobi,
Faculty of Science & Technology, Nairobi, Kenya

July 5-19, 2026

ASP MISSION

To increase capacity development
in fundamental physcis and related
applications in Africa. The ASP has
evolved to be much more than a
school. It is a programe of actions
with directed ethos toward physics
as an egine for development in Africa

TOPICS

* Fundamental and Applied physics
» Societal engagements

ACTIVITIES

* Two-week intensive engagements with students
s One-week training workshop for high school teachers
» One-week physics outreach to high school learners

¢ Forum for discussion with African policymakers in
physics education and research
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https://dgwbau.vnet.weizan.cn/live/page/780642239?shauid=undefined&vprid=0&v=1767067256751

1 INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF
UMP Quantum Science —
Cerbenno

and Technology g UNesco

IUPAP-UNESCO Colloquia: Fifth Webinar with Nobel Laureates
Aspect & Phillips

The International Union of Pure and Applied Physics (IUPAP) and UNESCO are proud to
present the fifth and final session of the year in the Physics for Society online colloquia series,
an inspiring initiative launched in 2025 as part of the International Year of Quantum Science
and Technology.

This series celebrates the transformative role of quantum science in advancing technology and
contributing to the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, within the broader
framework of the International Decade of Sciences for Sustainable Development (2024
2033).

The series was inaugurated by Nobel Laureate Anne L’Huillier and has since featured
exceptional contributions from leading scientists, highlighting how quantum discoveries
reshape our understanding of nature and society.

In this special closing session, Nobel Laureates Alain Aspect and William D. Phillips will
share their insights and reflections on the latest quantum breakthroughs, exploring their
profound implications for science and society.

Their conversation will be moderated to foster discussion between the two Nobel Laureates,
while also giving the audience the chance to ask questions — a rare opportunity to witness the
exchange of ideas between two of the greatest scientific minds of our time.

For more information https://iupap.org/2025/11/17/5thcolloguia-aspectphillips/

(‘5&’ unesco

5th IUPAP & UNESCO
colloquia: Physics for
Society

“Quantum Views”
byvAlain Aspect and
illiam D. Phillips

Nobel Laureates in Physics
Moderator: Luis A. Orozco
University of Mcr?'land, USA
December 15th

14:00 CET

° YouTube Video: Click Here to Watch Recording


https://iupap.org/2025/11/17/5thcolloquia-aspectphillips/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KQFM-2gCQfY

HEHH in collaboration with

FEMMES
unesco @Numénlgus
United Nations POURQUOI SE PRIVER DE 50% DES TALENTS ?

Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization

UNESCO invites you to save the date for the 2026 International Day of
Women _and Girls in_Science, which will be celebrated on Wednesday, 11
February 2026, from 9:30 am. to 5:30 p.m.(CET)at UNESCO
Headquarters (in Paris), with the possibility to join online.

Under the theme “From vision to impact: Redefining STEM by closing the gender
gap”’, and building on the 2024 UNESCO Call to Action “Closing the Gender
Gap in Science”, the event will highlight concrete actions and good practices that
are driving more inclusive Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics

(STEM) ecosystems worldwide. Organized in collaboration
with Femmes@Numeérigue, discussions will place a particular emphasis on new
and emerging technologies and their role in closing the gender gap in STEM. The

event will bring together Member States, scientists, policymakers, private- and
public-sector stakeholders, UNESCO scientific networks and Chairs, journalists,
as well as students.

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN (mandatory for all participants):

o Click here to visit our webpage.

o Click here to register for in-person participation (Paris).

« Click here to register for online participation (on Zoom).

Note: As places are limited, attendance will be confirmed on a first-come, first-
served basis, so we encourage you to register as soon as possible before
registration closes.

For any further information, do not hesitate to contact the UNESCO Gender
Equality in Science team at sciencepolicy@unesco.org or on the LinkedIn group.

We look forward to seeing you soon to progressively close the gender

gap in science together.



https://www.unesco.org/en/days/women-girls-science
https://www.unesco.org/en/days/women-girls-science
https://www.unesco.org/en/science-technology-and-innovation/cta
https://www.unesco.org/en/science-technology-and-innovation/cta
https://www.femmes-numerique.fr/
https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/2026-international-day-women-and-girls-science
https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/2026-international-day-women-and-girls-science
https://indico.un.org/e/2026-International-Day-of-Women-and-Girls-in-Science
https://indico.un.org/e/2026-International-Day-of-Women-and-Girls-in-Science
https://unesco-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_LN_wEayTQPqp5cNFwKRMTg
https://unesco-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_LN_wEayTQPqp5cNFwKRMTg
mailto:sciencepolicy@unesco.org
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/13143426/
https://www.unesco.org/en/science-technology-and-innovation/cta
https://www.unesco.org/en/science-technology-and-innovation/cta
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2026 IEEE Magnetics Society Summer School

The school is designed for graduate students studying magnetism and related
areas. It consists of lectures by international experts and includes poster
presentations by participating graduate students. The program covers
fundamentals and advanced topics in magnetism.

Support will be provided for approximately 90 students based on a competitive
application. Awardees are provided with free room and board and are reimbursed
for most of the cost of transportation to/from the school. Students from all parts
of the world are accepted. It is expected they become members of the IEEE
Magnetics Society at the time of the School.

Deadline Extended to December 24, 2025

Deadline for submission, including letter(s) of endorsement from your advisor
1s December 24, 2025.

Visit https://sites.coogle.com/view/magsocsummer2026 for more information



https://ieeemagnetics.org/
https://ieeemagnetics.org/
https://sites.google.com/view/magsocsummer2026
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lInternational Science Programme

Nominations for the Women in Astronomy in Africa
Awards 2025

The African Network of Women in Astronomy (AfNWA) is inviting nominations
for the 2025 Women in Astronomy in Africa awards. AfNWA is a sub-committee
of the African Astronomical Society (AfAS) and is collaborating with the
International Science Programme (ISP), Uppsala University, Sweden. The awards
aim to recognize and support the scientific achievements and contributions of
women in Astronomy in Africa.

Categories

« For 2025, the award is offered for the category of The Carolina Odman-
Govender early career astronomer (PhD holders within 5 years of PhD)

o Mid-career astronomer award (above 5 and below 15 years PhD holders)

The awards will include a certificate to be presented during the next general
meeting of the African Astronomical Society hosted by the Botswana
International University of Science and Technology (BIUST), 22 — 27 March
2026, and €1500. Depending on the general AfAS meeting organization,
awardees may have an opportunity to present their achievements as a contributed
talk (in-person or online).
Eligibility
To qualify for the award, nominees should:

« Identify as a woman.

« Working in the field of astronomy on the African continent.

o Submit a nomination atthis link before 25 January 2026. Self-
nominations are welcome.

« The Prof. Carolina Odman-Govender early career astronomer award is
open to PhD holders within five years after their PhD.



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdXPxl_ZjD-JhD1dPkFUeHWY7ysIyDy1D_J3CXKhCZfcBktEQ/viewform?usp=publish-editor

o Mid-career astronomer award is open to PhD holders with experience up
to 15 years.

More information https:/afasociety.org/nominations-for-the-women-in-

astronomy-in-africa-awards-2025/



https://afasociety.org/nominations-for-the-women-in-astronomy-in-africa-awards-2025/
https://afasociety.org/nominations-for-the-women-in-astronomy-in-africa-awards-2025/
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iICANX Australia Symposium

The inaugural iCANX Australia Symposium will take place on January 30,
2026, in Melbourne, marking the exciting expansion of the iICANX global
network to Australia. This high-impact event will spotlight emerging
breakthroughs and future directions in photonics, electronics, and related frontier

technologies, uniting world-leading scientists, rising young talents, and industry
innovators.

The symposium will feature a dynamic program of cutting-edge academic
presentations, expert panel discussions, and interactive poster sessions, providing
a powerful platform for cross-disciplinary exchange and collaboration. It will also
include awards recognising outstanding young researchers, further reinforcing
1ICANX’s commitment to empowering the next generation of scientific leaders.

For more info visit https://icanx.com.au/

ICANX 2026 ke

Symposium Chair o
Conference Highlights

« Featured Speakers:

Dist. Prof. Bachua Jia
RMIT University Prof. John A Rogers

Northwestern University

:‘hl : r:Of. Hoang-Phuong Dist. Prof. Weiss, Paul S

University of New South University of Califarnia,
Wales Los Angeles

Discover cutting-edge

research. network with
industry leaders

Science Connect the World

Dist. Prof.
Chennupati Jagadish

Prof. Haixia Zhan
9 Australian National University

Peking University
- Heynote Speeches:
Hear from global expertsin
Visit Website for our full list of technology and innovation
Speakers

More than a gathering, the ICANX
Australia Symposium is a catalyst for

» Panel Discussions:
Engage in conversations on

opportunity
SMerging trends Date: January 30, 2025
Time: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Scan to Register [ESt g7=1 - Networking Sessions:
5 RMIT University, Bid 80, 07,005

Connect with professionals and



https://icanx.com.au/

Forum on
International Physics
FIP

PHYSICS MATTERS ON-LINE COLLOQUIUM SERIES
Topic: The first hundred quantum years. What next?"

Speaker: Prof. Ana Maria Cetto

When: Thursday December 11, 2025

Abstract:

As we approach the end of the calendar year 2025, it is an opportune time to start
summing up and reflecting on what the IYQ has meant for quantum science and
technology.

The range and number of activities throughout the year have been so broad and
diverse that assessing their full impact would be premature. Therefore, I will
focus on a specific area close to my heart and within my field of research: the
quantum foundations. Undoubtedly, the IYQ has raised awareness of the
confusion and lack of consensus that still prevail one century after the birth of
quantum formalism and its core elements. In my talk, I will argue that this fuzzy
interpretational landscape suggests the need to invest serious efforts in
fundamental theoretical and experimental research on the physical underpinnings
of quantum phenomena. In concluding, I will suggest promising pathways to
advance in this direction.

Biography:

Ana Maria holds a Master degree in Biophysics from Harvard, and Master and
Ph.D. degrees in Physics from UNAM. She does research on the foundations of
quantum physics at the Institute of Physics and teaches at the Faculty of Sciences,
UNAM. She is former Director of the Faculty of Sciences, the

Museum of Light and the Mexican Journal of Physics,
OWSD vice-president, consultant to UNESCO for the
World Conference on Science, member of the UNU
Governing Board, ISC Secretary General and President
of the Mexican Physical Society (SMF). In 1996 she
founded LATINDEX, which she currently presides, in
addition to holding the UNESCO Chair on Science
Diplomacy and Heritage and chairing the UNESCO Global
Open Science Steering Committee. She is Mexico’s Woman of




the Year in 2003, and has received i.a. the UNESCO Kalinga Prize in 2023, the
Oganesson Prize in 2024 and the AIP Tate medal in 2025. She is also co-recipient
of the 1995 Nobel Peace Prize as a member of the Executive Committee of the
Pugwash Conferences, and of the 1995 Nobel Peace Prize as IAEA’s Deputy
Director General.

Research professor specialized in the foundations of quantum physics.
Has published 150 research papers and 25 books. Mexico's Woman of the
Year 2003, UNESCO Kalinga Prize 2023, Oganesson Prize 2024 and AIP
Tate Medal 2025. Co-recipient of the 1995 Pugwash Nobel Peace Prize and
the 1995 IAEA Nobel Peace Prize.

Explore our PHYSICS MATTERS Colloquium Series at your convenience,

with over 60 recordings; Webinars page

Click Here For More Information

° YouTube Video: Click Here to Watch Recording



https://engage.aps.org/fip/resources/activities/physics-matters
https://engage.aps.org/fip/resources/activities/physics-matters-video
https://www.aps.org/events/physics-matters-webinars
https://engage.aps.org/fip/blogs/madison-mincevich/2025/09/02/save-the-date-dec-11-the-first-hundred-quantum-yea
https://youtu.be/DD2o4RA61M4
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The 13" International Conference of the African Materials Research Society
(AMRS2026)

This conference set to take place in Nairobi, Kenya, from December 5th to 10th, 2026. This
prestigious event will bring together researchers, scientists, and professionals from around the
globe to engage in discussions, share knowledge, and foster collaborations within the vast fields
of materials science and technology. With an expected attendance of over 500 participants,
AMRS2026 promises to be a dynamic and impactful conference for the global research
community.

Conference Overview

AMRS conferences have become a key platform for advancing scientific knowledge and
promoting partnerships in materials science. AMRS2026 will focus on addressing both global
and African-specific challenges through the development and application of innovative
materials. The conference will provide a unique opportunity for participants to exchange ideas,
explore new research directions, and collaborate on solutions to some of the world’s most
pressing issues, such as energy, health, and sustainability.

Programme Highlights

The conference will feature both Pre-Conference Workshops and the main Conference
Programme. The workshops, scheduled for December 5th and 6th, 2026, will offer in-depth
sessions on various topics, providing attendees with hands-on learning experiences and
opportunities to engage with experts in the field. The main conference, running from December
7th to 10th, 2026, will include keynote speeches, panel discussions, and presentations of the
latest research findings, offering a comprehensive look at the current state and future directions
of materials science.

Venue

The event will be hosted at the University of Nairobi, offering a vibrant environment for
networking and collaboration.

For more information, please visit AMRS2026 KENYA — 13th International Conference of the
African Materials Research Society



https://africanmrs.net/kenya-2026/
https://africanmrs.net/kenya-2026/

The 13th International
Conference of the African

Materials Research
Society (AMRS 2026)

Pre-conference Dates: 5th — 6th December, 2026
Conference Dates: 7th = 10th December, 2026
University of Nairobi
Nairobi, Kenya

‘Materials Science and Innovation: Driving Sustainable Development and Socio-
Economic Transformation in Africa’

The AMRS series of conferences allows the scientific and research communities to build
knowledge, foster relationships and promote action for further understanding and collaborations
in the broad fields associated with materials science and technology.

Sub-themes:

Background:

AMRS has its origins in the August 2000
‘US-Africa Materials Workshop’, held in
Pretoria, South Africa. The workshop
sought to explore opportunities for
collaboration between the USA and
Africa with an overarching objective of
developing the materials research
capacity in Africa. It brought together
over 70 leading scientists, industry
researchers and Government
representatives from the USA and 15
African countries, and they sculpted a
forward-looking sustainable framework
for driving materials research in Africa.
In 2002, the African-MRS was officially
launched in Dakar, Senegal, n‘iarking the
1t  AMRS International Conference.
Subsequent biennial International
Conferences were held in South Africa
(2003), Morocco ‘ (2005), Tanzania
(2007), Nigeria  (2009) ' Zimbabwe,
(2011), Ethiopia (2613), Ghana (2015),
Botswana (2017) Tanzanla(2019),

Soc1ety seCretarlat is currently hoste by

» Biomaterials & Materials for Health

« Materials for Agriculture

« Materials for Energy

« Materials for Construction/Building
Infrastructure

« Nanotechnology

o Materials for Environment, Water,
and Sanitation

» Materials in Mining and Minerals
Processing

o Advanced Materials (New Devices,
Quantum Materials, Optoelectronic
Materials)

» Materials for Manufacturing

« Artificial Intelligence in Materials
Science

» Special sessions/Symposiums:
AMRS/EMRS symposium, African
Light Source, etc.

Plenary Spéakers:
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Conference Chairs:
Dr. B. V. Odari, Masinde Muliro University of

Science and Technology & Chair MRS-K.
Prof. B. O. Aduda, Egerton University.

Keynote Speakers:

Prof. Asmeret Asefaw Berhe, University of
: ornia

Antony Githinji, Semoconductors

ology Limited, Kenya.

artinez, King's
ersity of Bari Aldo

University, China.
(Rl - 5, ‘
: Unlver5|ty, USA
Prof Ange Nzi;hou, RA;PSODE; -CNRS, France.
Prof ’Sharon Glotzer, Unl’Versmy of Mlchlgan
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Deadlines:
Abstract - 31st July 2026

Full paper - January 2027
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MATERIALS RESEARCH SOCIETY
OF KENYA
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GET IN TOUCH WITH US

ﬁ African Materials Research Society
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