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Advancing materials. Improving the quality of life.

Tackling Biofilms: MRS & SFB Host Virtual Workshop on Innovative
Materials

The Materials Research Society (MRS) and the Society for Biomaterials (SFB) are
teaming up to present a crucial virtual workshop: "Innovative Materials to Combat
Microbial Biofilms." This two-day event, held on July 15th and 16th, 2025, from
10:00 AM - 1:00 PM (ET), brings together top researchers exploring how materials
science actively contributes to preventing, disrupting, or eliminating microbial biofilms.

Biofilms pose a significant challenge across various sectors, including healthcare,
industry, and environmental systems. This workshop offers a timely opportunity to dive
into the science of stopping these microbial formations at the material level.

Attendees can expect to:
- Discover material-based strategies designed for real-world biofilm challenges.

- Gain insights from a selection of invited speakers across two focused
sessions.

- Participate in a focused, interactive environment that includes dedicated time
for Q&A.

« Access presentation recordings after the event for continued learning.

This virtual gathering provides a valuable opportunity to connect with peers and learn
from leaders in the field, all from the convenience of one's own workspace. The
workshop is organized by Roger Narayan from North Carolina State University and
Anita Shukla from Brown University.

For more details and to reserve a spot, interested individuals can visit Webinar Page.
Seats are limited, so early registration is encouraged.
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CMSP Seminar: Unpacking Protein Language Models

The CMSP Atomistic Simulation Seminar Series will host Edith Natalia Villegas
Garcia from AREA Science Park. https://www.ictp.it/cmsp

Meeting Details:
- Date: Wednesday, 10 June, 2025
Time: 11:00 AM (CET)

« Venue: Euler Lecture Hall (Leonardo Building, ground floor)
- Speaker: Edith Natalia Villegas Garcia (AREA Science Park)

» Title: "Interpreting and Steering Protein Language Models through Sparse
Autoencoders"

About the Talk:

Villegas Garcia's talk delves into the complex world of protein language models
(PLMs), deep transformer networks that learn protein structure and function from
amino acid sequences. She explains how the representations learned from these
models are valuable for tasks like predicting structure, function, molecular interaction,
and mutational effects.

The presentation addresses the challenge of understanding the "black-box" nature of
PLMs. Villegas Garcia introduces Sparse Autoencoders, an interpretability
technique, and demonstrates its application to PLMs. Using this technique, her
research identifies internal model components linked to distinct protein characteristics,
such as transmembrane regions, specific binding sites, and specialized motifs.

A key highlight is the focus on components recognizing zinc finger motifs. She
illustrates how these can guide a PLM to generate sequences containing specific
motifs, opening new avenues for targeted protein design.

The seminar provides valuable insights into advancing the interpretability of complex
Al models in biological research, contributing to a deeper understanding of protein
behavior and new possibilities for scientific discovery.

For more information on CMSP seminars, visit http://www.ictp.it/research/cmsp.aspx
or the ICTP website at https://www.ictp.it/.
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Cryptic No More: Unveiling a Novel Allosteric Site in HIV-1 Protease

Professor Yasien Sayed from the School of Molecular and Cell Biology, Protein
Structure-Function Research Laboratory (PSFRL) at the University of the
Witwatersrand, recently presented groundbreaking research on HIV-1 protease. His
talk, part of the Biophysics in Africa Monthly Colloquium Series, reveals a previously
unrecognized "cryptic pocket" that could revolutionize future drug discovery efforts.

Abstract

HIV-1 protease is a critical enzyme for viral maturation and one of the most well-
studied proteins in structural biology. While much attention has focused on its active
site, there is interest in how the enzyme might interact with small molecules at other
regions on its surface. In particular, some of these potential sites, called cryptic
pockets, are not visible in the unbound structure and only emerge under certain
conditions. Until now, no cryptic sites had been identified in HIV-1 protease. We used
mixed-solvent molecular dynamics simulations to uncover a previously unrecognised
cryptic pocket in the cantilever region of the enzyme. Interestingly, this region shows
conserved structural behaviour across related retroviral proteases, hinting at a broader
functional role. When we locked this region in place using disulfide cross-linking, the
protease adopted a distinct semi-open conformation, suggesting that the cantilever
region influences flap movement. We then performed fragment-based screening which
revealed that this cryptic pocket can bind small molecules. Simulations with one such
fragment showed that binding alters the dynamics of the protease, particularly in the
flap region. Overall, our findings highlight the cantilever region as a key regulatory
element in HIV-1 protease function and a promising target for future drug discovery
efforts.

About Professor Sayed

Professor Yasien Sayed is a biochemist and structural biologist at the University of the
Witwatersrand (Wits), Johannesburg, South Africa. He is a Professor in the School of
Molecular and Cell Biology and serves as the Director of the Protein Structure-
Function Research Laboratory (PSFRL).
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Professor Sayed obtained both his BSc (Honours) and
PhD degrees in biochemistry from Wits University, where
he built a strong foundation in protein biochemistry and
molecular biology. His research focuses on the structural
and functional analysis of viral proteins, with a particular
emphasis on viral proteases. He has published
extensively in the area of HIV-1 protease from the South
African subtype C strain, which accounts for over 95% of
HIV infections in the country.

Professor Sayed’s group achieved a landmark milestone
by solving the three-dimensional X-ray crystal structure of
the South African HIV-1 subtype C protease - a global first. His research addresses
the urgent issue of antiretroviral drug resistance in second-line therapies, investigating
how mutations in the gag and protease coding regions drive resistance to protease
inhibitors.

Professor Sayed’s expertise spans protein biochemistry, structural biology,
biophysics, and computational biology. He integrates experimental and computational
methods to understand protein-ligand interactions and how these will help inform
rational drug desig

o YouTube Video: Click Here to Watch



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h_p2_r2q1o0

This year's meeting is focused on discussing the latest advancements and
applications in cutting-edge materials science, specifically addressing global
environmental challenges like climate change and working towards a sustainable
society. The impacts of climate change are wide-ranging, affecting environment,
society, economy, human health, human rights, and equality. Addressing these
complex issues demands collaborative efforts across diverse fields, including resource
circulation, sustainable consumption, biodiversity conservation, and promoting social
justice.

MRM2025 brings together researchers from materials science and related fields to
share ideas for the practical application of innovative materials and processes. It's a
key forum for exploring strategic developments for next-generation materials research.

Meeting Details:
« Dates: December 8-13, 2025
o Location: Yokohama, Japan

o Event Website & Abstract Submission:https://mrm2025.mrs-j.orqg/

What to Expect:

« Cutting-edge discussions: Share ideas for practical applications of innovative
materials and processes.

« Strategic development: Explore new directions for next-generation materials
research.

« Support for young researchers: Active opportunities for young researchers
to present, discuss their work, and network.

o Expert insights: Renowned scientists will be invited to participate, deepening
materials science contributions to sustainability.

We hope this event will serve as a meaningful platform for exchange and collaboration
for all participants interested in materials research.

Submit Your Abstract!

We would be grateful if you could share this call for abstracts with your members and
networks.

For more details and to submit your abstract, please visit: https://mrm2025.mrs-j.orq/
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Africa's Quantum Moment: World Quantum Day Quantum City Prize

This year, 2025, marks the International Year of Quantum, and there's a powerful call to action
for Africa to be visibly at the forefront of the global quantum science story. The World Quantum
Day Quantum City Prize invites leaders, scientists, artists, educators, founders, and city
planners across Africa to collaborate and bring quantum to life in their cities through bold,
public-facing activities. This is not about conferences, but about "quantum in the streets"—
think murals, demos, installations, street art, and more!

This city prize is a per-continent worldwide award, organized by World Quantum Day and
endorsed by 1YQ2025. The African Quantum Community (AQC) is cooperating with World
Quantum Day to ensure its success in Africa. The goal is to ignite high-impact entries from
across the continent, showcasing Africa's innovation and leadership in quantum
science.https://worldquantumday.org/quantum-city-prize

Key Details & Actions:

o What it is: A prize celebrating public-facing quantum activities in cities across Africa
(and globally).

« Purpose: To make Africa visible in the global quantum science narrative during the
International Year of Quantum 2025.

e Who should collaborate: Leaders, scientists, artists, educators, founders, city
planners.

« Types of activities: Murals, demos, installations, street art, and other public, visual,
and local quantum-themed initiatives.

Key Dates:
« Register Interest to Participate: By July 14, 2025 (takes only 2 minutes).

o Action: Submit Registration Formhttps://worldquantumday.org/quantum-
city-prize-registration

e Run Your Activity: By October 14, 2025 (ensure it's public, visual, and local).

o Continental Awards: November 2025 (Three winning African cities — small,
medium, large — will advance to the Global Prize).

o Global Prize Ceremony: January 2026

A distinguished African jury, comprising experts from science, technology, arts, and urban
design, will evaluate the submissions.

This is Africa’s moment to lead and be seen. Interested parties are strongly encouraged to act
boldly and register their city before the July 14th deadline. Further discussions can be
scheduled for those needing more details. Please share this invitation with others in your
network.


https://worldquantumday.org/quantum-city-prize
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Forum on
International Physics

FIP

From Nuclear Physics to Medical Impact: My Journey in Science

Speaker: Prof. Rajaa Cherkaoui El Moursli
Date: Thursday, June 26, 2025
Time: 16:00 CEST (10:00 a.m. EDT)

Abstract:

This presentation follows the extraordinary scientific career of Prof. Rajad Cherkaoui
El Moursli, Moroccan nuclear physicist and L'Oréal- UNESCO Award for Women in
Science recipient. It highlights her pioneer international high-energy physics research
through Morocco’s participation in the ATLAS experiment at CERN. The presentation
places strong emphasis on her efforts to bring scientific excellence to the region
through responding to pressing national needs—most importantly in the field of
medical physics. Prof. Cherkaoui outlines how she initiated the development of
Morocco’s very first Master’s in Medical Physics program to train students to work as
radiophysicists in hospitals in Morocco. Her research illustrates the capacity of
research at the international cutting edge to have significant social impact if rooted in
local capacity building, education, research and policy change. The presentation also
reflects on learnings from her science career as a woman and gives insights into
remaining strong, leadership skills, and the necessity to provide opportunities to the
next generation—most notably young women in science in Africa and the region of the
Arabs.

Biography:

Prof. Rajad Cherkaoui El Moursli Professor of Nuclear Physics, Mohammed V
University — Rabat, Morocco Resident Member of the Hassan Il Academy of Sciences
and Technology Fellow of TWAS, AAS, OWSD, and the European Academy of
Sciences and Arts Laureate of the L'Oréal-UNESCO For Women in Science Award
(2015)

Prof. Rajad Cherkaoui El Moursli is a pioneering Moroccan physicist whose work has
profoundly influenced nuclear physics, medical physics, and high-energy physics
across Africa and beyond. She earned her PhD in Nuclear Physics from Université
Joseph Fourier in Grenoble, France, and has been a faculty member at Mohammed
V University in Rabat since 1982. In 1996, she became head of the Nuclear Physics
Laboratory, where she has led numerous national and international research
initiatives. She played a pivotal role in integrating Morocco into the ATLAS experiment
at CERN—the European Organization for Nuclear Research— one of the largest and
most prestigious scientific collaborations in the world. ATLAS contributed to the
groundbreaking 2012 discovery of the Higgs boson, confirming the mechanism that
gives mass to elementary particles and leading to the 2013

Nobel Prize in Physics.

Prof. Cherkaoui is currently a member of three major international collaborations:
ATLAS at CERN, KM3NeT (a next-generation neutrino telescope), and ANTARES (an
underwater neutrino detector). Her dedication to fundamental science is matched by



her commitment to its societal applications. She established and implemented
Morocco’s first Master’'s Program in Medical Physics, enabling the training of
radiophysicists who now serve in

hospitals across the country.

Throughout her career, she has supervised 20 PhD and 27 Master’s students,
nurturing a new generation of Moroccan scientists. She is among the most cited
researchers in the region, with an H-index of 120 (Scopus), and was ranked first in
Morocco, Africa, and the Arab League— and among the Top 50 globally—by the 2021
Alper-Doger Scientific Index. In 2019, she was elected Vice President for Policy
Review and Administration on the Board of the Network of African Science Academies
(NASACQC).

Her influence extends well beyond academia. From 2013 to 2017, she served as Vice-
President for Research, Innovation, Cooperation, and Partnership at Mohammed V
University. She has held numerous advisory and leadership positions nationally and
internationally, including on the boards of CNESTEN (National Centre for Nuclear
Energy, Science and Technology), AMSSNuR (Moroccan Agency for Nuclear and
Radiological Safety and Security), and the Moroccan
CNRST (National Center for Scientific and Technical
Research). Since 2004, she has been a lead trainer in
regional radiation safety programs supported by the
International ~ Atomic Energy  Agency (IAEA).

In 2015, Prof. Cherkaoui became the first Moroccan
woman to receive the prestigious L'Oréal-UNESCO For
Women in Science Award, representing Africa and the
Arab States. That same year, she was named Woman of
the Year in Morocco by llli Des Libertés and joined the jury
for the L'Oréal- UNESCO Maghreb program. She is a Fellow of the World Academy of
Sciences (TWAS), the African Academy of Sciences (AAS), the Organization for
Women in Science for the Developing World (OWSD), and the European Academy of
Sciences and Arts.

She continues to serve on several high-level international panels and scientific juries,
including the L'Oréal-UNESCO International Awards Jury for Physical Sciences,
Mathematics, and Computer Science, and the Schmidt Science Fellows Selection
Committee. In 2024, she was appointed to the Strategic Advisory Council of Université
Paris Cité, elected to the Governing Council of the African Academy of Sciences, and
named to Forbes' “50 Over 50” list, honoring women making outstanding contributions
across Europe, the Middle East, and Africa. Prof. Rajad Cherkaoui ElI Moursli is not
only a globally recognized scientist but also a tireless advocate for education,
international scientific collaboration, and the empowerment of women in science.
Through her leadership, mentorship, and scientific excellence, she continues to inspire
new generations of researchers across Africa and the Arab world.

o YouTube Video: Click Here to Watch
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The African Academy of Sciences (AAS), in partnership with the Government of Ghana, the
African Union (AU), AU-ASRIC, the University of Ghana, and AfroChampions, is set to host a
pivotal high-level convening titled "Unpacking the Pact for the Future: Imperatives for
Advancing Scientific Cooperation with Africa."

Date: July 2-4, 2025

e Location: Accra, Ghana

o Day 1 (July 2): Cedi Conference Centre, University of Ghana
o Days 2 & 3 (July 3-4): Accra International Conference Centre

+ Hosted under the auspices of: The African Research Initiative for Scientific Excellence
and Sustainable Development (ARISE-SD)

o Attendance Options: Physical in Accra, Ghana, or Virtual (details provided upon
registration).

Inspired by the recent Muscat Declaration on Global Science, this meeting serves as a crucial
platform to celebrate progress made towards Africa's Science, Technology, and Innovation
(STI) Agenda. Participants will take stock of opportunities, priorities, and imperatives for
scientific cooperation with Africa, fostering discussions that aim to contribute to Africa's
transformation into a knowledge-based and innovation-led continent.

o High-Level Discussions: Engaging conversations on rethinking Africa's funding for
science and innovation, bridging STI divides, and strengthening Africa's knowledge
economy.

o Research Spotlights: Presentations on global health, sustainable agriculture and food
security, and digital transformation in Africa.

e Gala Reception & Networking Dinner: An opportunity to connect with leading
researchers, innovators, policymakers, and partners.

e Accra Declaration: The meeting will culminate in a Communiqué to the 2025 G20
Summit under South Africa's Presidency, providing concrete recommendations for
advancing scientific cooperation and financing with Africa.

Your participation is invaluable as stakeholders chart the course for Africa's sustainable
development through research and innovation.

More information on ARISE-SD is available at: https://arise.aasciences.africa/

Further details regarding registration and the comprehensive agenda will be shared shortly. Please mark your
calendars for July 2-4, 2025. Your presence and active contribution to this significant event are eagerly

anticipated.
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Call for Applications: 2026 U.S.-Africa Frontiers Symposium in
Dakar, Senegal

The U.S. National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, in partnership with Cheikh Anta
Diop University of Dakar, announces the 2026 U.S.-Africa Frontiers of Science, Engineering, and
Medicine Symposium. This prestigious event takes place from February 2-4, 2026, in Dakar,
Senegal.

Outstanding early- and mid-career scientists, engineers, and medical professionals from the United
States and African Union member countries, including the African science diaspora, are invited to apply.
The symposium aims to enhance scientific exchange, foster cross-disciplinary collaboration, and
promote innovative research partnerships. A hallmark of the Frontiers series is its multidisciplinary
approach, connecting diverse areas of expertise. Visit National Academies Website

Meeting Details:
Event: 2026 U.S.-Africa Frontiers of Science, Engineering, and Medicine Symposium
Dates: February 2-4, 2026
Location: Dakar, Senegal

Host: U.S. National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, in partnership with
Cheikh Anta Diop University of Dakar.

Application Deadline: July 31, 2025, 11:59 PM ET (Washington D.C. time)

Application Link: Click Here to Reqgister

Symposium Sessions:

The 2026 symposium in Dakar features five plenary sessions, each co-chaired by experts from both
the U.S. and Africa:

Session I: Critical Minerals and Materials
Session lI: Al for Decision Making
Session llI: Bioinformatics

Session IV: Food Security and Nutrition
Session V: Child and Maternal Health

General participants will also have the opportunity to present their research during poster sessions.
Travel for selected participants will be covered.

Eligibility & Application:

Early-career scientists, engineers, and medical professionals working on related research are
encouraged to apply, provided they fulfill the eligibility criteria.

For more details on the symposium, organization, and program, please visit the symposium webpage.
For general information on the U.S.-Africa Frontiers Program, visit the program website.

To apply, submit your application online by 11:59 PM ET on July 31, 2025.


https://www.nationalacademies.org/event/45168_02-2026_u-s-africa-frontiers-of-science-engineering-and-medicine-symposium-2026?utm_source=Capacity+Development&utm_campaign=13b2ff9ac1-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2025_US-Africa_5_22_25&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-0d491a569e-129516499
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.grantinterface.com%2FHome%2FLogon%3Furlkey%3Dnas&data=05%7C02%7CDNajib%40nas.edu%7Cbac13cf9b24c46356eb808dd9eb18f7a%7C737fe618c4e84b3d87c1c1fcdf4d61b1%7C0%7C0%7C638841207637344840%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7Hw161V%2FkCCxG1DbrO3rkyLCus6NdIcsPfhQthJ8SYE%3D&reserved=0

Dr. Albino Martins, an expert in Tissue Engineering and Regenerative Medicine at
3B’s Research Group - University of Minho. Dr. Martins presented on "Biofunctional
Electrospun Fibers Aiming Target Therapies,” delving into cutting-edge
innovations in technologies like electrospinning for advanced biomedical applications.

Webinar Details:

Date: June 18th, 2025

Time: 17:00 p.m. CET/ 11:00 a.m. ET (US) / 8:00 a.m. PT (US)
Duration: 1 hour

Location: Online

Speaker: Dr. Albino Martins, 3B’s Research Group - University of Minho

About the Webinar:

This engaging session explores how biofunctional electrospun fibers are engineered
to replicate the natural extracellular matrix, precisely guiding cellular responses
through microenvironmental cues—a core principle of tissue engineering. Their
functionalization enables the selective binding of bioactive factors, transforming
fibrous meshes into active therapeutic platforms.

These innovative materials are currently being applied in diverse areas, including:

Vascular grafts
Bone and cartilage repair
Nerve regeneration
Inflammation control
Attendees gained valuable insights into:

How biofunctional electrospun fibers can be engineered and functionalized to
enhance targeted therapies and tissue regeneration.
Recent breakthroughs and practical strategies for integrating advanced
biomaterials into clinical and industrial applications.
Opportunities to connect with industry leaders and expand knowledge in
biomedical advancements.

This webinar delivered fresh insights, innovative solutions, and emerging trends that

have the potential to significantly impact the future of healthcare.

o YouTube Channel Fluidnatek


https://www.youtube.com/@fluidnatek

The 13t International Conference of the African Materials Research
Society (AMRS2026)

This conference set to take place in Nairobi, Kenya, from December 5th to 10th, 2026.
This prestigious event will bring together researchers, scientists, and professionals
from around the globe to engage in discussions, share knowledge, and foster
collaborations within the vast fields of materials science and technology. With an
expected attendance of over 500 participants, AMRS2026 promises to be a dynamic
and impactful conference for the global research community.

Conference Overview

AMRS conferences have become a key platform for advancing scientific knowledge
and promoting partnerships in materials science. AMRS2026 will focus on addressing
both global and African-specific challenges through the development and application
of innovative materials. The conference will provide a unique opportunity for
participants to exchange ideas, explore new research directions, and collaborate on
solutions to some of the world’s most pressing issues, such as energy, health, and
sustainability.

Programme Highlights

The conference will feature both Pre-Conference Workshops and the main
Conference Programme. The workshops, scheduled for December 5th and 6th,
2026, will offer in-depth sessions on various topics, providing attendees with hands-
on learning experiences and opportunities to engage with experts in the field. The main
conference, running from December 7th to 10th, 2026, will include keynote speeches,
panel discussions, and presentations of the latest research findings, offering a
comprehensive look at the current state and future directions of materials science.

Venue

The event will be hosted at the University of Nairobi, offering a vibrant environment for
networking and collaboration.

For more information, please visit AMRS2026 KENYA — 13th International Conference
of the African Materials Research Society



https://africanmrs.net/kenya-2026/
https://africanmrs.net/kenya-2026/

The 19" International Union of Materials Research Societies-International
Conference on Advanced Materials (IUMRS-ICAM 2025)

Get ready for a truly global and impactful experience! The University of Ghana, in
partnership with the International Union of Materials Research Societies (IUMRS)
and the African Materials Research Society (AMRS), invites you to attend The 19th
International Union of Materials Research Societies- International Conference
on Advanced Materials (ICAM). For the first time, this prestigious series comes to
Africa, hosted in Accra, Ghana, from December 9th — 12th, 2025.

Why you should attend IUMRS-ICAM 2025:

o Cutting-Edge Research: Explore the latest breakthroughs in materials science
through comprehensive technical symposia, plenary and theme lectures, and
numerous oral and poster presentations.

o Distinguished Speakers: Gain invaluable insights from an impressive lineup
of plenary speakers, including:

« Networking Opportunities: Connect with peers, exchange technical
information, and forge new collaborations within a vibrant interdisciplinary and
international community.

o Experience Ghana: Immerse yourself in the rich culture and warm hospitality
of Accra. The main conference begins promptly at 8:00 AM on Tuesday,
December 9th, at the Cedi Conference Center, University of Ghana, Legon,
with convenient bus services provided from lodging.

IUMRS-ICAM 2025 is the premier scientific platform to present and absorb the future
of materials science. Don't miss this unique opportunity to be part of a landmark event
on African soil!

Stay tuned for registration and abstract submission details. We look forward to
welcoming you to Accral

For more information please visit Conference \Website

19" International Union of Materials Research Societies’ International Conference on
Advanced Materials (IUMRS-ICAM2025) Accra, Ghana

Theme: “Advancing Materials Technologies for a Holistic Transformation of Economies”
Venue: Cedi Conference Center, University of Ghana, Accra-Ghana.

Pre-conference Workshops: 07— 08 December, 2025

Main Conference: 09 — 12 December, 2025
Abstract Submission: — January 2025 — July 2025
Author Registration: — April 2025 — July 2025
Early Bird Registration: — April - September 2025
Exhibitor/Sponsor Materials Deadline: — November 2025
Ghana Tour — Saturday, December 13™" 2025

: Website: https: //amrsghana.org/iumrs-icam25
E-mail: iumrsghana@gmail.com; ddodoo-arhin@ug.edu.gh; bagyei-tuffour@ug.edu.gh
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THE 19TH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
ON ADVANCED MATERIALS
IUMRS-ICAM

2025

UNIVERSITY OF GHANA
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Get ready to immerse yourself in the world of polymer science at

, taking place in the breathtaking setting of Mauritius, the "Star and Key of the
Indian Ocean"!

Rooted in the fundamental pillars of polymer synthesis, characterization, processing,
application, recycling, and education, POLY-CHAR has long been a cornerstone for
fostering collaboration and knowledge exchange among polymer scientists across the
globe.

The year 2025 marks a significant milestone as POLY-CHAR returns to the African
continent for the first time since 2014. Mauritius, with its rich cultural tapestry and
vibrant atmosphere, will serve as a unique bridge uniting continents in the spirit of
scientific discovery. This edition also celebrates nearly two decades of remarkable
advancements in polymer research within Mauritius itself.

Co-organized by the esteemed Center for Biomedical and Biomaterials Research
(CBBR) at the University of Mauritius and the Wits Advanced Drug Delivery
Platform (WADDP) at the University of Witwatersrand, South Africa, POLY-CHAR
2025 will delve into the exciting intersection of *“

”»

This conference promises to be a dynamic platform for the vibrant exchange of ideas
and the forging of new collaborations in the ever-evolving fields of polymer materials
science and technology. Join us as we continue to push the boundaries of innovation
and research, exploring the exciting potential where polymers and nanobiotechnology
converge!

Mark your calendars and prepare to be part of this exceptional event in a truly
unforgettable location!

For more info visit: https://sites.google.com/view/poly-char2025
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Conference themes Special guest

* Advanced Polymer Synthesis and Characterization

* Nanomaterials and Smart Materials

» Advanced Hybrid and Composite Materials

* Polymers for Biomedical Applications

- Tissue Engineering Scaffolds: Design and Applications

»Circular Economy of Polymers and Environmental
Sustainability

» Polymer Applications in Agriculture

POLY-CHAR 2025
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Conference venue: University of Mauritius, Réduit, Mauritius

Prof. Robert S. Langer

Co-founder of Moderna

Institute Professor and Professor,
Chemical Engineering
and Biological Engineering,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT),
U.S.A.

Gala Dinner Keynote | 19:00 — 19:30

Photo by Christopher Michel
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Call for Nominations: Qian Baojun Fiber Award 2026

Nominations are now open for the prestigious Qian Baojun Fiber Award, recognizing
excellence and promoting sustainable development in the field of fiber materials.
Established in 2015 by the State Key Laboratory of Fiber Materials Modification
(Donghua University) to honor the renowned polymer and fiber scientist Mr. Qian
Baojun, this biennial award celebrates outstanding contributions to basic research,
technological achievement, and talent cultivation in fiber materials.

The Qian Baojun Fiber Award consists of two categories:

Distinguished Achievement Award (One Recipient)
e Recognition: Honors distinguished professional achievement in basic or
applied fiber science.
e Prize: USD 10,000 and a certificate.

Young Scholar Award (Two Recipients)

e Recognition: Celebrates young scholars (under 45 years of age) who have
made outstanding contributions to the science, engineering, and technology of
fibers, and fiber-based developments for materials and devices.

e Prize: USD 3,000 and a certificate.

The award has a history of recognizing leading figures, with past recipients including

Professor Pieter J. Lemstra, Dr. Paul Smith, Professor Darrell H. Reneker, Professor
Richard B. Kaner, and Professor Stephen Z.D. Cheng for the Distinguished
Achievement Award. Young Scholar Awardees have included Professor Gao Chao,
Professor Fabien Sorin, Professor Peng Huisheng, Professor II-Doo Kim, Professor
Lu Yan, Professor Zhang Yaopeng, Professor Christian Mdiller, and Professor
Shuguang Yang.

The Fifth Qian Baojun Fiber Award nominations are currently in progress. Interested
parties are encouraged to review the guidelines and nomination forms (attached in the
original announcement) and nominate deserving individuals.

Key Dates and Submission: Nomination Deadline: July 31, 2025. Submission
Email: Dr. Rujia Zou (gianfiberaward@dhu.edu.cn )

The award ceremony for the Fourth Qian Baojun Fiber Award will take place at the
12th International Conference on Advanced Fibers and Polymer Materials
(ICAFPM 2025), scheduled for October 31 to November 3, 2025, at Donghua
University (Songjiang Campus) in Shanghai, China. For more info please visit
Conference Website and for any questions, please contact Dr. Rujia Zou at
gianfiberaward@dhu.edu.cn.
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Nominations: 2026 L'Oréal-UNESCO For Women in Science International Awards

Recognizing and Celebrating Exceptional Women in Science!

Do you know an extraordinary woman scientist whose groundbreaking work deserves
international recognition? Now is your chance to shine a spotlight on her
achievements! We are delighted to share the Call for Nominations for the 2026
L'Oréal-UNESCO For Women in Science International Awards.

This prestigious program, a partnership between the L'Oréal Foundation and
UNESCO, has been celebrating and supporting women scientists worldwide for over
two decades. The International Awards annually recognize five outstanding women
researchers from different regions of the world for their significant contributions to
scientific advancement in various fields.

Why is this award so important?

» Global Recognition: Honorees gain international visibility and prestige,
amplifying their research and inspiring future generations.

« Support for Research: The awards provide vital financial support, enabling
laureates to continue their groundbreaking work.

- Empowering Role Models: By highlighting the achievements of women in
science, the program helps to break down barriers and encourage more girls
and women to pursue scientific careers.

- Driving Innovation: The scientific contributions of these remarkable women
have a profound impact on society, pushing the boundaries of knowledge and
addressing global challenges.

We encourage you to think about the brilliant women scientists in your network,
institutions, and communities who are making a real difference. This is a unique
opportunity to acknowledge their dedication, innovation, and impact on the world.

Nomination Deadline:

Nominations must be submitted by Friday, July 4th, 2025, through the dedicated
online platform. Please do not delay in putting forward your deserving candidates!

Submit Your Nomination Here:

https://www.forwomeninscience.com/challenge/show/139

Let's work together to ensure that the incredible contributions of women in science are
recognized and celebrated on the global stage. Your nomination can make a
significant difference in the career of a deserving scientist.


https://www.forwomeninscience.com/challenge/show/139

Join Global Leaders and Emerging Talents in Innovation, Science,
Technology, Investment, Management, and Evolution (ISTIME)

Mark your calendars! The highly anticipated iCANX Hong Kong Summit 2025 is set
to take place at the prestigious Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre from
October 20th to 21st, 2025. This summit is poised to be a landmark event, bringing
together world-leading figures from diverse fields to share their latest achievements,
invaluable insights, and unparalleled leadership across the critical domains of ISTIME.

The iCANX Hong Kong Summit serves as a vital bridge, connecting the future and the
universe by facilitating cross-boundary collaboration and driving innovation. It's an
unparalleled opportunity to engage with cutting-edge ideas and network with
visionaries from around the globe.

Calling All Innovators and Scientists: Apply for the iCANX Awards!

A core focus of the summit is to recognize and promote exceptional young talents. The
iICANX Hong Kong Summit proudly features three prestigious awards: the Innovation
Award, the Young Scientist Award, and the Startup Award. If you or someone you
know fits the criteria, we strongly encourage you to apply!

« Innovation Award: Are you a college-level student who has undertaken
groundbreaking innovation projects? This award is for you!

« Young Scientist Award: This award is open to young independent scientists
who obtained their Ph.D. after January 1st, 2015, and are making significant
strides in their field.

« Startup Award: Eligible startups must have roots in knowledge or technology
transfer from scientific sources, be (co)founded by scientists or academics, and
have been in operation for at least 1 year but less than 5 years since their
founding.

Key Award Application Dates:

o Application Package Submission Deadline: July 15th, 2025 to
award@icanx.org

e Award Finalists Announcement: August 1st, 2025

« Finalist Team Registration Deadline: August 15th, 2025

« On-site Pitches for Selected Teams: October 20th - 21st, 2025 (during the
summit)

For complete application details and requirements, please visit: htips://icanx.org/

A Night of Science and Recognition: The iCANX Hall of Fame

Beyond the inspiring presentations and discussions, the iCANX Hong Kong Summit
will feature a grand ceremony: the Night of Science, where the inaugural members
of the iCANX Hall of Fame will be inducted. This promises to be a memorable evening
celebrating remarkable contributions to science and innovation.


mailto:award@icanx.org
https://icanx.org/

Register Early and Save!

Don't miss out on the early-bird registration rates for the iCANX Hong Kong Summit.
Early-Bird Registration ends on July 15th, 2025! Secure your spot at this
transformative event.

We look forward to welcoming you to Hong Kong for an inspiring and insightful summit
that promises to shape the future of ISTIME!

ML
iCAND{

HONGIKONG SUMMIT
20-21 October, 2025, HKCEC

For any questions, please contact: contaci@icanx.org



mailto:contact@icanx.org

GL(OBAL
Bls(\

IMAGING IMAGING 4 ALL

ADVANCING IMAGING SCIENCE GLOBALLY

growing collaboration

The Imaging for All (i4A) funding program, supported by the Wellcome Trust (UK), is
now accepting applications for its second call. This initiative aims to remove financial
barriers for researchers and imaging facility staff from low- and middle-income
countries (LMICs), providing access to cutting-edge biological and biomedical imaging
services and valuable training opportunities worldwide.

Key Application Period:
Open: May 13, 2025
Close: August 15, 2025

Who Can Apply? Researchers and imaging facility stafffmanagement affiliated with
not-for-profit institutions in LMICs are eligible. Collaborations with hosting institutions
worldwide are encouraged.

What i4A Offers: Three Grant Types i4A provides funding for visits to national or
international host institutions, excluding the applicant's home institution, to foster wider
knowledge exchange. The grants are structured to meet diverse needs:

i4A Access Grant: For researchers and professionals who need to utilize
specific imaging facilities and expertise for experimental work or to gain new,
hands-on imaging skills.

i4A Pro Grant: For experienced imaging researchers and professionals looking
to advance their skills or apply highly advanced imaging techniques to specific
research questions at pre-evaluated GBI partner facilities. (Requires prior
agreement with the i4A team on a host facility).

i4A Training Grant: For participation in national or international in-person
training workshops or courses focused on imaging technologies, data analysis,
data management, or imaging facility management.

Key Support for Applicants: i4A understands the challenges faced by LMIC
researchers. The program offers:

Application Support: Applicants are encouraged to send initial inquiries to
i4a_support@embl.de for guidance on choosing the right grant track or finding
suitable host institutions/courses.

Pre-funding: Where possible, i4A aims to directly cover facility and training fees.

Travel Assistance: Administrative staff can assist with booking tickets and
accommodation.


mailto:i4a_support@embl.de

Visa Documentation: Necessary documentation is provided to facilitate visa
applications.

Important Notes: All applications undergo administrative and legal checks, including
compliance with international sanctions. Individual applicants are considered the grant
recipients, and specific Wellcome Trust policies apply (e.g., regarding funding
transfers to mainland China, tobacco industry affiliations).

Why Apply? This program is a crucial opportunity for LMIC researchers and imaging
professionals to access otherwise unavailable resources, advance their projects, and
significantly contribute to their professional development within the global imaging
community.

Further Questions: For any questions or support requests, please visit
or contact the i4A team at


https://globalbioimaging.org/i4a
mailto:i4a_support@embl.de

INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF
Quantum Science
and Technology

Uunesco

The latest session of the IUPAP/UNESCO International Colloquia series,
"Physics for Society,” took place on Monday, June 16, 2025, featuring a
distinguished Prof. Andrew Forbes.

Date: Monday, June 16, 2025

Time: 13:00 CEST

Speaker: Prof. Andrew Forbes, University of the Witwatersrand, South Africa
Title: "Quantum mechanics with patterns of light"

Format: Online Colloquium

The session provided a comprehensive and engaging experience:

Opening Remarks & Speaker Introduction: The event began at 13:00
CEST with Dr. Christine Darve moderating, and opening remarks delivered by
Dr. Amal Kasry (Chief of Basic Sciences, UNESCO) and Prof. Silvina Ponce
Dawson (President, IUPAP).

Keynote Address: Prof. Andrew Forbes then delivered his 30-minute keynote
address on "Quantum mechanics with patterns of light."

Reflections & Dialogue: Following the keynote, a 10-minute session
featured reflections and dialogue among Prof. Andrew Forbes, Prof. Silvina
Ponce Dawson, and Dr. Amal Kasry.

Q&A Session: The colloquium concluded with a 15-minute Q&A session from
the audience, moderated by Prof. Silvina Ponce Dawson.

This colloquium series aims to foster dialogue on critical physics topics and their
societal impact. The session offered insightful explorations into the fascinating
intersection of quantum mechanics and light patterns, led by a renowned expert in
the field.

For more information about the series, including past recordings, please visit:


https://iupap.org/strategic-plan/outreach/iupap-unesco-international-colloquia/

The African School of Physics (ASP) recently hosted an insightful online seminar titled
"First Physics Results from sPHENIX." The session featured Dr. Ejiro Umaka, a
Research Associate at Brookhaven National Laboratory, USA, who shared discoveries
from the sPHENIX experiment.

Date: Tuesday, June 17, 2025 (Held)
Time: 13:00 UTC

Speaker: Dr. Ejiro Umaka, Research Associate at Brookhaven National
Laboratory, USA

Title: "First Physics Results from sPHENIX"

The sPHENIX experiment at RHIC is designed to measure hard probes of the quark
gluon plasma (QGP) with significantly higher precision than has ever been
accomplished before at RHIC. Measurements of hard probes such as heavy flavor
and jets provide information about the microscopic properties of the QGP as they are
produced very early in the collision and thus, traverse the produced QGP matter.

After construction in May 2023 and a first wave of commissioning during the same
year, sSPHENIX recorded p+p and Au+Au collision data in 2024 to fully commission the
remainder of its subsystems. The first physics results from the 2024 data taking period
as well as projections for future measurements with the upcoming high statistics 2025
Au+Au dataset will be discussed.

Ejiro Umaka is a Research Associate at Brookhaven National Laboratory
working on the sPHENIX experiment at the Relativistic Heavy lon
Collider (RHIC). Her research focuses on investigations of the
microscopic properties of a very hot and dense matter created in
heavy-ion collisions at RHIC called quark gluon plasma. She also
leads the reconstruction and calibration efforts of sSPHENIX forward
detectors. Before arriving at BNL, she collaborated on sPHENIX and
the ATLAS experiment at the Large Hadron Collider as a postdoc at
lowa State University. She earned her Ph.D. from the University of
Houston in 2020.

;ﬂ Click Here to Watch Recording



https://indico.cern.ch/event/1554491/attachments/3088282/5468438/video1621617056.mp4
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Sustainable Financing for Malaria Control and Elimination Efforts in
Africa: The Potential Role of Innovative Vector Control Tools and
Technologies

On Tuesday, June 10, 2025, at 2:00 PM South Africa Time, the African Union
Development Agency — NEPAD (AUDA-NEPAD) convened a high-level webinar
titted "Sustainable Financing for Malaria Control and Elimination Efforts in
Africa: The Potential Role of Innovative Vector Control Tools and Technologies."

This critical engagement, extended by Mr. Symerre Grey Johnson, Director of Human
Capital and Institutional Development, was a direct follow-up to resolutions from the
just-concluded 2025 World Health Assembly. The webinar aimed to address the vital
need for sustainable funding mechanisms and the integration of cutting-edge vector
control tools to accelerate malaria control and elimination across Africa.

The discussions likely explored various strategies for securing long-term financial
resources, effective deployment of new technologies, and fostering collaborations to
strengthen Africa's fight against malaria. The event brought together key stakeholders
to contribute to the continent's public health agenda.

Attendees or interested parties can check www.nepad.org or their official social media
for more webinars.

o Youtube Channel: Click Here for AUDA-NEPAD Videos



http://www.nepad.org/
https://www.youtube.com/@auda-nepad4206/videos

The African Light Source (AfLS) recently hosted a compelling lecture as part of its Pre-
PALSA 2025 Lecture Series, focusing on "Advancing Sustainable Agriculture and
Food Research" featuring Dr. Jian Wang.

Date: Monday, June 9, 2025 (Held)

Time: 16:00 GMT+2

Speaker: Dr. Jian Wang, Senior Scientist, SM Beamline Responsible, and
Adjunct Professor of Chemistry at the Canadian Light Source, University of
Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, SK, Canada.

Title: "Scanning Transmission X-ray Microscopy and Applications in
Environmental & Agricultural Sciences"

Synchrotron-based Scanning Transmission X-ray Microscopy (STXM) elegantly
integrates soft X-ray microscopy and X-ray absorption spectroscopy, providing
nanoscale high-resolution chemical imaging and spectroscopy for a wide range of
hard and soft materials for quantitative determination of chemical components,
electronic and morphological structures in 2D/3D, and molecular orientation. In this
webinar, an introduction to STXM at the Canadian Light Source (CLS) SM beamline
and selected applications in environmental and agricultural sciences will be
presented. Recent instrumentation development on STXM-based X-ray
ptychography and its applications in soil, plant, and biological materials will also be
discussed

Dr. Jian Wang is a Senior Scientist, CLS SM Beamline Responsible, and an Adjunct
Professor of Chemistry with the University of Saskatchewan. He
received his B.Sc. in Chemistry from Nanjing Normal University in
1996, M.Sc. in Physical Chemistry from Nanjing University in 1999,
and Ph.D. in Physical Chemistry from McMaster University,
Canada, in 2008. After the postdoctoral work resident in the
Advanced Light Source, USA, he joined the CLS in 2009. He was a
Research Associate or Acting Beamline Scientist until 2015, when
he was promoted to the Beamline Responsible Scientist. Since
2021, he has been a Senior Scientist at the CLS. His current
research interests include materials analysis (focused on energy,
environmental, catalysis, and magnetics) and instrumentation
developments for STXM, Ptychography, and X-PEEM, with over 240 peer-reviewed
publications.

OYouTube Channel: African Light Source



http://b.sc/
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The upcoming African Conference on Physics 2025 (ACP2025) is shaping up to be a
landmark event for the continent. So far, over 600 participants have registered, and
nearly 200 abstracts have been submitted—clear evidence of the growing
momentum, enthusiasm, and dedication within the African physics community.

But a critical question remains:

Will African students and early-career researchers be able to attend in person,
share their work, and build the vital international networks that shape scientific
careers?

We face a pressing challenge: the urgent need for financial support to ensure
broad, in-person participation from across the continent.

Historically, major international physics conferences have helped launch careers,
foster global collaborations, and inspire the next generation of scientists. ACP2025
has the potential to do the same for African talent—but only if we make it
accessible.

Unfortunately, many African students and researchers cannot afford the travel and
lodging costs required to attend. Without significant funding support, the conference
risks becoming inaccessible to those who could benefit from it most.

Why Your Support Matters

By helping students attend ACP2025, you're not just funding a trip—you're investing
in:

o Equity and access in science

« Knowledge exchange between African physicists and the global scientific
community

« The growth of local research ecosystems
« The future of science and innovation on the African continent

On average, it costs $1,200-$1,500 USD to cover travel and accommodation for one
student. With your help, we can raise enough to support dozens of students in 2025.

Every contribution—whether $10, $50, or $100—goes directly toward enabling student
participation.

We're calling on friends of the African School of Physics, international partners,
alumni, and institutions to come together and support this effort.

Make your donation today:

https://africanschoolofphysics.org/conferencestudentsupport/
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Aspiring doctoral students across Sub-Saharan Africa have a remarkable opportunity
to pursue cutting-edge research thanks to a new scholarship program. The National
Research Foundation (NRF), in a prestigious collaboration with the International
Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA) to offer doctoral scholarships to
outstanding students from the region.

This highly competitive program is designed to foster research that employs a
systems analysis approach to tackle pressing global, regional, and national
challenges. The initiative seeks to empower students who are dedicated to making a
significant impact through their academic work.

Successful applicants will have an unparalleled chance to contribute to vital research
while benefiting from the expertise and extensive resources of these leading
international institutions.

Students passionate about impactful research and who meet the specified eligibility
criteria are strongly encouraged to apply. Comprehensive details regarding the
scholarship, including full eligibility requirements and the application process, are
available in an accompanying flyer.

The closing date for applications is 4 July 2025. Prospective candidates are urged
to submit their applications well in advance of this deadline to ensure consideration.


https://www.nrf.ac.za/funding/nrf-call-for-proposals-for-funding-in-2025-and-2026/
https://www.nrf.ac.za/funding/nrf-call-for-proposals-for-funding-in-2025-and-2026/
https://iiasa.ac.at/members/ssarmo
https://iiasa.ac.at/members/ssarmo

DSTI-NRF Postgraduate
Student Application

and Funding

NRF-Sub-Saharan African Systems Analysis Centre (SASAC)

The South African National Research Foundation (NRF),
in collaboration with the International Institute for Applied
Systems Analysis (IIASA), invites applications for the 2026
NRF-SASAC Doctoral Scholarship Call. This scholarship
program is part of the Sub-Saharan Africa Regional Member
Organisation (SSARMO) to IIASA and the Science Granting
Councils Initiative (SGCI) in Sub-Saharan Africa.

Objectives of the SASAC PhD Programme

The aim of the SASAC PhD programme is to provide
an opportunity for excellent young doctoral students to
advance their research under the direct supervision from
senior scientists in Africa and [IASA.

Areas of Support

This PhD scholarship program is open to candidates across
all fields of science, engineering, technology, social sciences,
and the humanities. Proposed research should align with
IIASA's strategic priority areas and incorporate systems
analysis approaches, models, tools, and data to address
challenges at the global, continental, regional, or national
level. More information on IIASA research programs can be
found on this link: hitps://iiasa.ac.at/programs.

Application Process

® Applicants must first identify a South African university
where they will be registered for their postgraduate
degree before submitting an application on the NRF
Connect System.

® Funding framework document (which provides
information on the eligibility, funding values and review
of applications) and the Application Guide can be
accessed on the NRF website at https://www.nrf.
ac.za/funding/nrf-call-for-proposals-for-funding-
in-2025-and-2026/.
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Eligibility Criteria

®  Aminimum of 65% academic mark at the master’s level.

® Applicants from South Africa and the following eighteen
(18) African countries participating in the SGCI &
SSARMO, are eligible to apply: Botswana, Burkina
Faso, Cote d’lvoire, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Malawi,
Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal,
Sierra Leone, South Africa, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia,
and Zimbabwe.

® Students are required to have a supervisor from South
Africa who is recognised as an expert in systems
analysis methodology, and preferably a co-supervisor
or mentor from SSARMO country and/or IIASA or an
IIASA alumnus.

® Applicants must demonstrate leadership potential.

For enquiries: For programme related information, please
contact the NRF at sn.komane@risa.nrf.ac.za. For
information on links with a supervisor or academic support,
please contact the Research Office at the SA university.
For any information regarding IIASA or to explore potential
linkages with IIASA researchers, please contact
bauer@iiasa.ac.at or https://connect.iiasa.ac.at/.
Closing dates: Universities set their own internal closing
dates - please enquire from the Research Office at your
university. The NRF deadline is 04 July 2025.

NB: The NRF will host a virtual webinar on PG Funding Call
on Thursday, 26 June 2025 at 11:00 for applicants based
at SGCI-linked countries. The webinar will cover aspects
such as the Application process, eligibility criteria, funding
principles, as well as student progress reporting. Teams
Meeting link: JOIN THE MEETING NOW -

Meeting ID: 323 006 004 990 7; Passcode: yg3Wk2Rg




THE KAVLI PRIZE

The Kavli Prize community has officially opened its call for nominations for the 2026
Kavli Prize, inviting scientists and researchers worldwide to recognize their peers who
have fundamentally transformed the fields of Astrophysics, Nanoscience, and
Neuroscience. Often described as celebrating "the big, the small, and the complex,"
these prestigious biennial awards honour highly creative scientists whose basic
research has driven significant advancements in these critical disciplines.

Each Kavli Prize carries a substantial award of $1 million, presented directly to the
laureate(s), acknowledging their groundbreaking contributions. The Kavli Prize is a
collaborative effort between The Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters, The
Kavli Foundation (USA), and the Norwegian Ministry of Education and Research.

Dr. Annelin Eriksen, President of The Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters,
emphasized the community's vital role in this process. "We hope you consider
nominating and help play a crucial role in highlighting outstanding scientists and their
groundbreaking research in your field," she stated.

The Nomination Process: A Call for Global Excellence

Nominations for the 2026 Kavli Prize are now being accepted online at
https://www.kavliprize.org/about/nominations , with the submission window running
from July 1 through October 1, 2025. The process is designed to be straightforward
and accessible, comprising five key steps:

1. Curriculum Vitae (CV): Provide a comprehensive CV for the nominee(s).

2. Nomination Letter: Submit a detailed letter describing the nominee's work and
its profound impact.

3. Optional References: Additional references are welcomed to strengthen the
nomination.

All submitted materials must be in English.

The Kavli Prize invites the global scientific community to participate in this vital process
of recognizing deserving candidates. Your nominations have the power to shine a light
on incredible research, significantly impacting the lives and careers of scientists and
contributing to humanity's ongoing journey of discovery.

We look forward to your inspiring nominations and wish you a wonderful summer.
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Postdoctoral researchers with groundbreaking work are running out of time to apply
for a prestigious opportunity designed to elevate their careers. The MRS Bulletin
Postdoctoral Publication Prize is more than just an award,; it's a significant career
springboard for those with exciting research to share.

This prestigious prize aims to honor a postdoctoral researcher for:

Demonstrated intellectual merit, showcasing promise for future scientific
contributions, scholarship, and leadership within the broad materials field.

Demonstrated interest in scientific writing and communication,
evidenced by effective writing through journal publications, other scientific
writings, and diverse forms of scientific communication.

The selected prize recipient will receive a host of benefits designed to boost their
career:

A $1000 cash award.
A dedicated profile in MRS Bulletin, offering widespread visibility.
A complimentary one-year membership in the Materials Research Society.

The unique opportunity to submit a manuscript for publication in MRS
Bulletin.

Recognition at the MRS Fall Meeting in Boston, a key event for the
materials research community.

Eligibility and Application Details

To be eligible, candidates must be a postdoctoral scholar/researcher at the time of
application, with at least six months post-PhD experience but no more than five
years post-PhD. While a current membership in the Materials Research Society is
encouraged, it's not a strict requirement.

All application materials must be submitted as a single email to
BulletinPrize@mrs.orq For any additional questions, please use the same email
address.

Please visit https://link.springer.com/journal/43577/updates/18663084 for more info
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3rd World Materials Conference (WMC)

The global materials science community is gearing up for a landmark event in Guilin,
China, this October, as three major international conferences converge into a single,
comprehensive gathering. From October 14-17, 2025, Guilin will welcome top
scholars and researchers for a combined event featuring the 3rd World Materials
Conference (WMC), the 9th World Materials Summit (WMS), and the 26th IUMRS
International Conference in Asia (IUMRS-ICA).

This unique convergence, organized by the Chinese Materials Research Society (C-
MRS), promises an unparalleled platform for showcasing the latest scientific
achievements and technological breakthroughs, collectively advancing the future
development of global materials science.

A Confluence of Leading Materials Forums

The integrated conference brings together the rich histories and prestigious
reputations of three distinct events:

« World Materials Conference (WMC): Initiated and hosted by C-MRS, the
WMC has quickly become a flagship event since its inception in Shenzhen in
2023. Known for attracting top global experts, the WMC promotes innovation
and communication within materials science.

« World Materials Summit (WMS): Established in 2007 through a joint initiative
of C-MRS, the European Materials Research Society (E-MRS), and the
International Union of Materials Research Societies (IUMRS), the WMS has
grown into a major global platform. Its 9th iteration in Guilin is anticipated to
attract an even larger contingent of international scholars.

« IUMRS-ICA (International Union of Materials Research Societies
International Conference in Asia): This conference was initiated in 1993 by
C-MRS in collaboration with materials research societies from Japan, South
Korea, India, and other countries. Following successful conferences in Japan
(2023) and an upcoming event in India (2024), the 26th IUMRS-ICA in 2025 will
mark its grand return to China.

Important Dates and Opportunities

Researchers, sponsors, and enthusiasts are encouraged to mark their calendars for
these key deadlines:

« Call for Symposia Deadline: January 31, 2025 (already passed, for future
reference)

« Abstract Submission Deadline: August 15, 2025
« Call for Sponsors Deadline: September 15, 2025

« Registration: Now open! Click Here to Register
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This integrated conference represents a significant opportunity for networking,
knowledge exchange, and collaboration at the forefront of materials science and
technology. The organizers anticipate a vibrant and productive gathering that will
undoubtedly shape the future of the field.
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Applications Open for Prestigious SINGA PhD/EngD Scholarships in
Singapore

Aspiring international doctoral students are invited to apply for the highly coveted
Singapore International Graduate Award (SINGA), a bond-free scholarship offering
an unparalleled opportunity to pursue cutting-edge research in Science and
Engineering at leading Singaporean universities.

SINGA represents a unique collaboration between key players in Singapore's
academic and research landscape, including the Agency for Science, Technology
& Research (A*STAR), Nanyang Technological University (NTU), National
University of Singapore (NUS), Singapore University of Technology and Design
(SUTD), Singapore Management University (SMU), and the Singapore Institute of
Technology (SIT).

This esteemed award targets international students who demonstrate exceptional
academic results at the undergraduate and/or master's level and possess a strong
passion for research leading to a Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) or Doctor of Engineering
(EngD) degree.

A World-Class Research Environment

SINGA scholars will have the flexibility to undertake their PhD or EngD training at
A*STAR research institutes or one of the collaborating universities. Upon successful
completion of their studies, degrees are conferred by either NTU, NUS, SUTD, SMU,
or SIT. The specific degrees offered by each participating university are:

« National University of Singapore (NUS): PhD
« Nanyang Technological University (NTU): PhD
« Singapore Management University (SMU): PhD, EngD
« Singapore University of Technology and Design (SUTD): PhD, EngD
« Singapore Institute of Technology (SIT): EngD
Application Deadline Approaching

Prospective students interested in the August 2026 intake must submit their
applications by December 1, 2025, at 2359hrs GMT +8 Singapore time.

For more information and to apply, interested candidates can visit the SINGA website
or refer to the FAQs at https://www.a-star.edu.sq/Scholarships/for-graduate-
studies/singapore-international-graduate-award-singa.

Don't miss this exceptional chance to pursue your doctoral education in a dynamic and
innovative research hub!

%\ Singapore International Graduate Award (PhD)

Your Gateway to the Center of Innovation

Start your journey with us!
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First Announcement

The International Union of Materials Research Societies -
The 19" International cOnference on Electronic Materlul%

< [UMRS- IGEM 2026 §

. Scopes

» Semiconductors, Photonic Materials and Devices
Polymer and Organic Materials for Medical Devices
Biomaterials, Biosensors, Flexible and Wearable Electronics
Ferroelectric and Piezoelectric Electronic Materials
Solar Cells, Materials and Devices for Energy Harvesting
Batteries, Materials and Devices for Energy Storage
Materials Processing for Advanced Packaging Technologies
Instrumentation and Advanced Materials Characterization
> Al-Driven Electronics, loT and Digital Technologies

for Next-Generation Innovations
» Recycling Materials and Environmentally-friendly Processing
» Industrial Perspectives in Materials and Innovation

. Important Dates

YVYVYVYVYVYY

First Announcement May 2025
Second Announcement June - July 2025
Call for Abstracts December 2025
Abstract Submission Deadline February 2026

Abstract Acceptance Notification April 2026
Early-bird Registration Deadline May 2026
Regular Registration May 2026
Conference Dates June 29 - July 2, 2026

Organized by the Materials Research Society
of Thailand and Chiang Mai University @ https://www.mrsthailand.or.th
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