
Programme of Work on Investing, Building and Protecting Your 

Intellectual Assets 

Date: 15-17 April 2024 

15/04/2024 Monday 
08:30-09:00 
09:00-09:30 

Registration  
Welcome remarks 
 
Dr. Victor Konde, UNECA 
Prof. Nkem Khumbah, African Academy of Sciences, Kenya  
  

9:30-10:45 Keynote address: Evolution of Intellectual Property 

10:00-10:30 
 
 
 
 
10:30-10:45 

Session 1: 
Overview of Intellectual Property Rights, technology transfer and innovation 
 
Mr. Wondwossen Belete, President – Society for Technology Studies, Ethiopia 
 
Asfaw Yitna: Group formation 
 

10:45-11:00 Health break  

 
11:00- 13:00 
(2-hrs) 

Patents  
This session will look at patents in details; what can be patented and what cannot; 
when and when not to patents; ensuring inventions are adequately covered in 
patent. 
Speakers 
 

1) Eluemuno Blyden, CEO/Founder - Avril Biopharma, Inc, USA/Sierra Leone 
2) Eng. Dr. Shadrack Mambo, Senior Lecturer, Walter Sisulu University, South 

Africa 
3) Lorato Charity Modise, Lecturer - Limkokwing University of Creative 

Technology, Botswana 
 

13:00-14:00 Lunch 

2 hours Other IP rights 
Trademarks and trade names; Industrial designs or design patents; Copyrights; 
Geographical indications; Trade secrets (confidential information) 
 

1) Jephthah Adelowo, Executive Director - Jed Recycling Initiative, Nigeria 
2) Isaac Nketsiah, Founding Technology Transfer Officer, University of Cape 

Coast, Ghana 
3) Adewale Adebisi, Founder - Wallis Décor, Nigeria 

 

16:00-16:30 Health break 

16:30-18:00 Group work with coaches and mentors 

  



 

16/04/2024  Tuesday 
9:00-10:00 Welcome remarks and recap 

 
Presentations by teams 

10:30-11:00 Health break 

 
11:00- 13:00 
(2-hrs) 

Understanding and managing confidential information 
 
This session will among other look at NDAs, managing confidential information in 
employee/worker contracts; invention disclosures, among others, and their 
enforcement. 
 

1) Ray Mutinda, Associate Professor Of Tourism, Murang'a University Of 
Technology, Kenya 

2) Eluemuno Blyden, CEO/Founder - Avril Biopharma, Inc, USA/Sierra 
Leone 

3) Adewale Adebisi, Founder - Wallis Décor, Nigeria 

 
 

 

13:00-14:00 Lunch 

14:00-16:00 
(2 hours) 

Managing contracts and licensing agreement 
R&D contracts 
IP management in commercial contracts 
Licensing: protection, royalties, and related fee payments 
IP and competition laws 
 

1) Dr. Samuel Yaw Akomea, Manager - Kumasi Business Incubator Kwame 
Nkrumah University Of Science And Technology, Ghana 

2) Dr. Yonas Gizaw, Green Chemical Solutions, United States 

 
 

16:00-16:30 Health break 

16:30-18:00 Group work with coaches and mentors 

 

  



 

17/04/2024 Wednesday 
09:00-09:30 
 
9:30-10:00 

Welcome remarks and Recap 
 
Presentations by teams 

10:30-11:00 Health break 

 
11:00- 13:00 
(2-hrs) 

Standards and quality 
This session will among other look at the various standards, the role they play in 
regulation, growing your market and in providing confidence to consumers. These 
may range from global (e.g. ISO) to national (KEBS; ZABS; Swiss Made;) 
 

1) Adewale Adebisi, Founder - Wallis Décor, Nigeria 
2) Arun Pandit, co-founder - Hyphen SCS, India 

3) Ifeanyi Onwusoro, Founder - Smartiphy Global, Nigeria 
4) Edwin khundi, Malawi University of Science and Technology, Malawi 
5) Dr. Solomon Nwaneri, University of Lagos, Nigeria. 

 
 

  
 
 
 

13:00-14:00 Lunch 

14:00-16:00 
(2 hours) 

Investing in and protecting your brand 
At the heart of a business is its reputation of the quality, reliability and dependability 
of its products (goods and services). This session will look at how you can build a 
good brand, manage the brand and protect it as well as how you can determine the 
value of your brand. 
 

1) Dr. Jesse  Dr Thornburg, Carnegie Mellow University Africa, Rwanda. 
2) Laina Magaya, Principal, Strategist and Senior Consultant -BioMinuka, 

USA/Zimbabwe 
3) James Atta peprah, Associate Professor – University of Cape Coast, Ghana 

 
 

16:00-16:30 Health break 

16:30-17:30 
 
17:30-18:00 

Exceptional team presentations 
 
Closing session 
 
Dr. Victor Konde, Scientific Affairs Officer, UNECA 

 


